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Highlights from the Annual
Congregational Meeting held on
February 6:
 Pastor Gretchen commented on one

item in her report, the monthly All
Committee Meeting night which began
in November, 2021. We are realizing
benefits from this undertaking, such as
increased communication between
committees and the ability to speed up
projects as a result. She thanked
committee members for trying it and for
the energy it has generated. We will
continue to monitor the success of this
meeting format.
 Update on Forward in Faith Campaign

Projects Bill Bishop, Project Manager, provided the
following construction updates:








Work on the various projects began in June
2019, so we are approaching the end of the
three year campaign.
All projects have been completed with the
exception of the Lehman Street entrance.
This work has not yet been scheduled.
The flat roof in the rear of the church was
completed and has offered improvement to
that area.
All air conditioning units have been installed.
This was a large job, with some hurdles
encountered during the removal of the old
units. The units will be tested in the spring,
after which final payment will be made.



Budget highlights:
 We ended up with a favorable
balance of almost $39,000 in
2020, but this included $36,000
that was received from the
federal PPP program.
 For the 2021 calendar year, we
had a deficit of $4763.
However, we had received
$33,000 PPP money during that
year. Without that money, we
would have realized a deficit of
approximately $37,000. In
2022, there will be no PPP
money.
 Offerings are only covering 67%
of the church’s expenses. For
the past two years, we relied on
the additional income from the
PPP program, but we also relied
on income from our
investments.

 Presentation of Candidates for 2022 Council: There

were three first-term vacancies to fill – MaryBeth
Eisenhauer, Vanessa Brown, and Barbara Baeckert.
Nancy Brightbill, Karen Fitting, and Scott Hower
were nominated to fill those vacancies. Votes were
taken and all three nominees were elected.
 The church has received a gift of Hershey Stock.

The dividends of this stock will be used to pay for
Camperships for congregation members, as
stipulated by the family who bequeathed the stock.
A dividend of approximately $800 is anticipated for
2022.

 Terry Weaver, Chairperson of the Forward in Faith

Campaign, noted that we have received
$266,761.71 in donations to the campaign.

 Ash Wednesday and Holy Week services will be at

1:00 PM. The schedule will be revisited next year.

From the Archives
Old Church Records Return Home
A month ago, while cleaning out drawers, Jill
Douglass, of Allentown, found a small, nondescript
black book wrapped in cellophane. It was a pastor’s
record book (pictured) that belonged to her
grandfather, Rev. John H. Raker, and was marked
“Trinity Parsonage, Lebanon, Pa.” Right away Jill
thought: This book belongs to its church – it must go
home. Rev. Raker (pictured) served as Holy Trinity’s
second pastor from April 1898 through June 1900.
Jill contacted Holy Trinity and, a week later, Annette
and Jim Logan spent a pleasant afternoon with Jill and
her husband, Al, at their Allentown home, sharing
Raker family history, stories and photographs.
Due to its age and condition, Jill hadn’t unwrapped
the pocket-sized book she had found for fear of
damaging it.
Annette very
carefully
removed the
cellophane and
opened the
book. Though
the cover was
loose with
tattered edges,
the pages were
intact and
readable. And
on them were
notes
handwritten by
Rev. Raker
during his
pastorage at
Holy Trinity over
120 years ago.
Recorded are details about church members (468
names), new members (66),
confirmations (37), baptisms (38), marriages (12),
and funerals (28). Listed are the sermons he
preached, the salary he received ($50 per month),
cash received (including a $20 gold piece as a
Christmas present from the congregation), and cash
paid out (mostly for parsonage furnishings and
carpet). Prominent events noted include: his
installation as pastor, the groundbreaking for Salem’s
New Church (in which he participated), the death of
his mother, his resignation as pastor, and his farewell
sermon (preached to a “packed house”).

D. Estella Weiser, a member
of Salem Lutheran Church,
for the first time at the
combined Lutheran Sunday
Schools picnic at Penryn
Park in August 1898
(something Jill hadn’t
known), their engagement on Christmas Day, and
their wedding at Holy Trinity on June 5, 1899
(followed by a three-week honeymoon
visiting family and friends).
Jill said she never knew her grandfather. Whenever
she lamented about this, her mother would always
say, “But he knew you!” and would tell how he had
held her and baptized her and loved her dearly – until
his death less than a year later in 1941. Over the
years, Jill has heard many stories about her
grandfather. And this old record book gave her a
peek into his early life and us a peek into our church’s
past. We are very grateful to Jill for sending this piece
of history home to Holy Trinity.

Recorded events of a more personal nature drew Jill’s
attention: her grandfather meeting her grandmother,
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Member Spotlight—Judy Cassel

been a member of the choir since 1998 and have
served as a confirmation teacher, Sunday School
teacher, torch and cross bearer, member of WELCA,
and a member of the mission team in the past. I
have also been a member of the Grace Class for all
those years, a true blessing.
Although I have lived in Lebanon County since 1973, I
grew up in Hershey and graduated from Hershey High
School. I then went to Penn State for my bachelor’s
degree in Nutrition, followed by an internship at the
University of Michigan. I later completed my master’s
degree in Healthcare Management at Penn State and
enjoyed a 36 year career at the Lebanon VA Medical
Center. Jim and I lived in Lebanon city for the first
four years of our marriage, but we moved to
Mt. Gretna in 1978 and have been there ever since.
I love living here, enjoying the beautiful woodland
environment and the wildlife. While many of my
years were spent busily raising three sons and
working, I do enjoy cooking, reading, exercising,
volunteering, and spending time with my five precious
grandchildren, all of whom live in Mt. Gretna. I’ll
never leave!
In closing, I give thanks for my history in this church
and the role that it continues to play in my life.
Losing my mother and brother within nine months
was difficult but losing my husband so unexpectedly
two years later in 2017 was devastating. Prayers and
assistance from my church family and friends,
Pastor’s guidance and comfort, and the grace of God
saw me through. I’m not sure how you manage
without that support. For all these blessings, I thank
God that I found Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.

When my husband Jim and I were married in 1973,
we moved to Lebanon and started to look for a
church home. I grew up in Hershey and attended
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church there, while Jim grew up
at First United Methodist Church in Palmyra. We
visited many churches in Lebanon but kept returning
to this one. The first time I stepped into this
sanctuary, I was filled with awe, an awe that
continues to this day. I was also so impressed with
the caring and devoted members who welcomed us.
We joined the congregation in the mid 70’s and
raised our three sons here. They were all baptized,
confirmed, and married by Pastor Hoyer. I will be
forever grateful to all the Trinity people who helped
mold them into the men they are today, as well as
those who have helped me in my faith journey. Over
the past 45 years, I have tried to serve the church in
those areas I felt I could make a difference. I am
currently serving as Church Council Secretary and as
a member of the Social Ministry Committee. I have

Your Knots are Needed
The second Wednesday of each month from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., a group of
volunteers from Trinity joins the St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Schaefferstown to make quilts for the needy. You do not need to know how to sew.
The quilts are made by knotting. If you would like more information, please contact
Louise Lundquist at 717-274-5282.
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Church Council Members

March 2022
Worship Schedule

James C Logan (President)
Judith Cassel (Vice-President)/Secretary)
Susan Kulakowski (Church Treasurer)
Kathy Bishop
Nancy Brightbill
Jack Derfler
Karen Fitting
Scott Hower
Lynn Kern
Louise Lundquist
Hunter Nelson
Marie Smith
Rita White
Ron Witmer

March 6, 13, 20, 27
9:00 AM—Traditional Service
10:15 AM— Adult Sunday School
10:15 AM—Youth Sunday School
Below you will find all of the options for worship as
well as what is required to participate.
In-person worship is at 9:00 am. We are well aware
that many of you will not feel comfortable resuming
in-person worship. We respect that perspective and
further we do not recommend participation in this
service if you are in a vulnerable category.
All participants are required to wear a mask and
adhere to social distancing. We will trust you to
self-screen yourself before entering the building. If
you are running a fever or feeling ill in any way – we
ask that you stay home. Also, if you have been
exposed to anyone with Covid-19 or to someone who
is awaiting test results for Covid-19 we ask that you
not enter the church building.

Committee Chair Persons
Worship/Music—Paul Copenhaver
Finance—Horace Ehrgood (Acting Chairman)
Christian Education—Stephanie Kaylor
Property—Henry Wampler
Archives—Annette Logan
Social Ministry—Jim Dibert

The parking lot door will be the only door open for
entry and exit. As you enter you will pick up a
communion packet and bulletin.
Radio Worship Service:
There will be a radio broadcast of the service available
to those who are parked just outside of the church,
either in the parking lot or on the street. Just tune
your radio to 88.5 and you can sing your heart out.
Communion and bulletins will also be available for
anyone who would like to participate. Just stay in your
car and someone will bring these items to you.

Our Vision...Our mission is to grow in faith and
discipleship, share the Good News of Jesus through
word and deed, love others as Christ loves us, and
celebrate life in Christ through worship, sacraments
and service.
Our Mission...We are a community of
believers who come together in:
Worship to be transformed by the presence of
Jesus Christ in and through God's gift of Word and
Sacrament.
Christian Education to deepen our faith and
strengthen us in faithful service, trusting in the
creative activity of the Holy Spirit.
Friendship to celebrate our unity in Christ and
sustain and nurture each other as we journey with
Him in our day-to-day lives.
Stewardship to gratefully use the time, talents and
possessions we have been given in furthering our
mission in response to Jesus' call and the leading of
the Holy Spirit.
Evangelism to share the Jesus story so that others
may come to know God's reconciling grace and the
peace, joy and hope that his divine grace gives.
Social Ministry to respond to the spiritual, mental
and physical needs of our neighbors and advocate for
the poor, hungry and vulnerable peoples of the world.

Online Worship Service:
Our online worship will continue to be available. As
we begin in-person worship we will stream it through
YouTube. You will still be able to find the service by
going to the same website page that you have
previously gone to https://www.trinityleb.org/links.
Here you will find links to the live-stream, the bulletin,
the replay of the service so that you can watch at any
time you wish during the week.

We are Hiring at HTLC
We are looking to hire a part time assistant treasurer.
The assistant treasurer position should be someone
who has some background in accounting and they will
work alongside our current treasurer.
If you or anyone else that you know are interested in
learning more about this position, please have them
contact Pastor Gretchen or Jim C. Logan (our current
council president) to find out more information.
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Aluminum Can Collection

LCCM Food Bank Item

The church continues to collect
aluminum cans for recycling.
Please bring the aluminum
cans (rinsed & flattened) to the
church weekdays during
church office hours, or bring
them along to church, Sunday
School, or any other church
function. A container for them
is located in THE GIVING PLACE (Arnold St. side annex
of Luther’s Place). Thank you.

The item requested in
March is Applesauce and
18 oz. Jams/Jellies. Items can
be brought to the church at
any time and placed in the red
shopping cart
labeled “LCCM Food
Bank” located in THE GIVING PLACE (Arnold St. side
annex of Luther’s Place).
Holy Trinity’s December donation to the LCCM Food
Bank was 81 pounds of mostly canned fruit and
hamburger helper. Thank you!
Please continue your generosity by
continuing to donate to the Food Bank. Your
donations are greatly needed and appreciated.

Hospital Admissions
Due to HIPPA regulations,
hospital admission of our
church members is NO
LONGER MADE AVAILABLE
TO US BY ANY HOSPITAL.
It is very important that
you notify the church office (or have someone notify
the church office on your behalf) of your hospital
admission so pastoral or spiritual visitation can be
provided to you. Thank you.

House on the Rock
March 6: Science
March 13: Art

Holy Week & Easter
March 20: Games
March 27: Science

Summer Camp Sign-Ups
Have you signed up for Summer Camp at Kirchenwald
or Nawakwa? Programs are available for families and
children in grades K-12. Brochures are available
outside the Sanctuary on the camp display or by going
to www.lutherancamping.org. Financial assistance is
also available. Additionally, if you register with full
payment by April 2, you receive a $15 discount. If you
have questions, please contact Stephanie Kaylor at
stephu72@yahoo.com or 717-507-2273.

Noah’s Ark Project
This year's Noah's Ark project is being presented by
the Social Ministry Committee and the Children's
Sunday School. We invite you, the congregation, to
help with this campaign. It begins Sunday, March 6th
and ends Sunday, April 10th. The goal is to fund a
family farm which costs $715. The family farm
consists of a cow, two goats, a dozen chicks, two pigs,
farming tools, seeds and agricultural training. With
your help we can create a world of opportunity for a
family living in poverty. Donation envelopes are
located in the Narthex.
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March Happy Birthday Wishes

Our many, many thanks to all
the wonderful folks of Holy
Trinity for all the lovely and
numerous cards we received
for our recent wedding
anniversary (71!) They were
very much appreciated.
- Much love from LeRoy
(Cuppy) & Jan Copenhaver

Happy Birthday to the following Golden Agers of Holy
Trinity who will celebrate a birthday this month:
1 - Charlie Gerberich
1300 E. Kercher Ave., Lot 68
Myerstown, PA 17067
9 - Marian Dorward
428 E. Evergreen Rd.
Lebanon, PA 17042
24 - Joe Arnold
164 Hughes Rd.
King of Prussia, PA 19406
24 - Doris Kreiser
930 Willow St., Apt. 802
Lebanon, PA 17046
25 - Betty Reese
2411 Elias Ave.
Lebanon, PA 17046
Add to their very special day by sending them your
greetings. Attention – Anyone age 75 or older: Please
contact the church office to let us know your birthday
so we can include you in the monthly Golden Agers of
Holy Trinity birthday wish list.

Prayer Partners

This year, we will be studying the women of the Bible.

Each month names will be listed here for prayer
concerns. If you would like your name added to the
newsletter list for prayer, please call the church office,
717-273-8567.

March 9: Deborah
March 16: Mary
March 23: Rizpah
March 30: Woman at the Well
April 6: Phoebe

We ask our readers to include the following
people in their prayers:

There are three ways to participate in the Wednesday
services during lent. You can attend in person at
1 p.m. at Holy Trinity. Services will also be broadcast
live. That recording will be available to view at your
convenience by visiting our website: www.trinityleb.org
and clicking on the links button. Once you click the
links button, click on the service button to watch.
Bulletins will be made available for pick-up the
Sunday prior for pickup. You will also be able to print
or view the bulletin online. It can be found on the links
page as well.

Charlie Baeckert
Bill Basselgia
The family of Marian Brommer
Leroy Copenhaver
Monique Derfler
Deb Dobson
Dan Fox
Mike & Nancy Hentz
Patty Hess
Joette Hollinger
Doris Kreiser
Judi Light
Wanda Muth
The family of Linda Rittle
Kenneth Shearer
Barry Schriver
Betty Schriver
The family of Gabrielle Smith
The Smith Family
Carole White
Mary Yeagley

Spang Crest needs your
help at Hersheypark.
The year runs April 1
through March 31. For
more information,
please contact
Spang Crest at
717-626-1171.
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WELCA Holds Sing-A-Long at Spang Crest
The Women of the ELCA recently helped the residents of Spang Crest celebrate Valentine’s Day. Residents were
treated to cookies, soda, and a program of songs. Heather Buffington and Nancy Brightbill led the group in song.
Denise McDaniels, Judy Cassel, and Margie Kriss helped attend to the residents. WELCA also brought gifts for
residents celebrating February birthdays. Bingo prizes were also donated.

LCCM to Hold Lenten Breakfast
Please join Lebanon County Christian Ministries for this ecumenical event at 8 a.m.
Saturday, March 26 at South Lebanon Community Church, 13 Evergreen Road, Lebanon.
We are excited to announce our speaker this year will be Pastor Kevin Griffin of Grace
Point Church of the Nazarene.
Kevin Griffin is the Senior Pastor of Grace Point Church of the Nazarene. The Grace Point
Church of the Nazarene main campus is in Ephrata and has a satellite campus in South
Lebanon Township. Griffin is a native of Pennsylvania but arrived in ministry from a successful career as the head
women’s basketball coach at Eastern Mennonite University.
Special music will be provided by the Celebrate Recovery Praise Team from Church of the Good Shepherd. The
band plays an array of contemporary, soulful praise and worship music.
As always, the breakfast buffet will be catered by Country Home Catering and will include scrambled egg casserole,
pancakes, bacon, sausage, fruit, pastries, juice, and coffee.
Tickets are $15 and can be purchased here or by sending payment to Lebanon County Christian Ministries:
250 S 7th St., Lebanon, Pa 17042. Please write 'Lenten Breakfast tickets' in the memo line on your check. The
deadline to purchase tickets is Thursday, March 17.
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Spang Crest Needs
Your Generosity!
As with most nursing homes,
your generosity adds to our
residents’ lives and activity
programming. Prizes or
items that are donated
continue to support both the
healthcare and personal
care units. Listed below are some of the
typical prizes that our residents would choose to take
off the prize cart. Any of these donations or any other
items would be greatly appreciated.
















Pennsylvania Dutch
(Also known as Pennsylvania German)

Church Service
Gottesdienscht

Zoar Lutheran Church

Kleenex (boxes and tissues packs)
Candy (individually wrapped): chocolate bars,
sugar free hard and/or chocolate candy, hard
candy, Tic-Tac packages
Snack Foods: pretzel bags, snack packages,
cookies, crackers (peanut butter or cheese)
Jewelry (mainly long necklaces)
Perfume
Cologne
After Shave
Body Spray
Quarters to spend in the Gift Shop
Adult Coloring Books
Colored Pencil Packs
Hand Lotions
Small Notebooks (to write in)
Small Stuffed Animals

Zoar (Ziegel) Ludderisch Karrich

560 Freeport Road
(Mt. Zion)
Lebanon, PA 17046
Sunday, April 24, 2022
Sunndaag, der vierunzwansichscht Abrill’ 2022

2:30 P.M.
Am halwer drei nummidaag

PA Dutch Sermon by: Ethan Levengood
Der Breddicher: der Ethan Levengood

Light Refreshments Following Service

If you would like more information, please contact
Marian Brandt at 717-273-4385. Donations can be
placed in The Giving Place in the bin marked “Spang
Crest.”

Questions: call 717-933-5511 or
email: pgalice2@gmail.com

You’re Invited!

Taizé Worship
St. Luke Lutheran Church
Rt. 897, Schaefferstown

The Annual Zammelaaf (PA German for social
gathering) will be held Saturday, March 19 from
10 AM to 3 PM in the banquet area of Trainer’s
Midway Diner, I-78, Exit 16 and Midway Road, Bethel,
PA. Preserving the Pennsylvania German (Dutch)
heritage through history, genealogy, language, music,
traditional crafts, and artists is the mission of the
Zammelaaf. Children’s activities are also part of the
day’s events. Traditional PA Dutch food will be
available throughout the day. As always, admission
and parking are free. The Pennsylvania German
Zammelaaf is a 501 (C) (3) non-profit organization.
For more information 717-865-6723 or
717-304-8732 or visit them on Facebook.

Taizé provides us with
an opportunity to leave
behind the noisy, busy
routines of the day, and reflect on our
relationship with God and one another. Come. Join
us in meditative reading, singing, prayer, and some
quiet time with God.
Taizé Worship begins at 7:00 PM on the
following Sundays:
March 6, April 3, May 1, June 5
8

Lectionary Readings

Sunday, March 27
4th Sunday in Lent
Joshua 5:9 - 12
Psalm 32
2 Corinthians 5:16 - 21
Luke 15:1 - 3, 11b - 32

Sunday, March 6
1st Sunday in Lent
Deuteronomy 26:1 - 11
Psalm 91: 1 - 2, 9 - 16
Romans 10:8b - 13
Luke 4:1 - 13

Sunday, April 3
5th Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 43:16 - 21
Psalm 126
Philippians 3:4b - 14
John 12:1 - 8

Sunday, March 13
2nd Sunday in Lent
Genesis 15:1 - 12, 17 - 18
Psalm 27
Philippians 3:17 -- 4:1
Luke 13:31 - 35

Sunday, March 20
3rd Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 55:1 - 9
Psalm 63: 1 - 8
1Cornithians 10:1 - 13
Luke 13:1 - 9
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Palm Sunday
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
Easter
Earth Day

Look Ahead
April 2022

Sat

