14th Sunday after Pentecost
August 30, 2026

For those who want to save their life

will lose it

and those who lose their life for my sake
will find it
Matthew 16:25

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Holy Trinity
Holy Communion .............. 9:00 AM
Sunday School ........... 10:30 AM
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The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet
finds in God’s words the delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp
Jesus’ words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their
lives in losing them. Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he

urges us to associate with the lowly and not repay evil with evil. In

worship we gather as a community that we might offer ourselves for

the sake of our suffering world. )
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Welcome in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!
Our worship follows a traditional order inspired by scripture and rooted in ancient
patterns. The full order for worship (liturgy) is found in this bulletin.
*Please stand as you are able. Spoken congregational responses are in Bold.

GATHERING
Worship begins with the organ prelude. It’s a time for
silent meditation as we turn our hearts and minds to God.

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, T one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever. Amen.

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Almighty God, we come to you open and willing to be in relationship with
you again. You know our hearts and our innermost secrets. We call on you now
to make us whole, refresh us, and bless us so that we may do your holy work in
the world by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, and through our Savior Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another.



God of Grace, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from
you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We humbly repent and we
desire your will for our lives. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known
and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Restore
our relationship with you. Uphold us and strengthen us with your Holy Spirit,
so that we may live and serve you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

God loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved through faith. In the name of i Jesus
Christ, all of your sins are forgiven. May God strengthen you with power through
the Holy Spirit, that you may know Jesus’ great mercy and love for you. Amen.

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN -
Lift HiGP the CrOSS ..uueueeeeeeiececeete e et st iee e e er st es s etn e e e ne s aasseraeens Hymn #660

*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
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* HYMN OF PRAISE - THIS iS the FEQASE .....coveveireeeirreirieeteceereiisieetisrese e sssensaeane page 139
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for

the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of
obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD
First Reading: Jeremiah 15:15-21
Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the LORD is contradicted by the
heaviness of God’s hand upon him and God’s seeming unfaithfulness. God’s
tough love to Jeremiah says that if he repents, he will be allowed to continue in
his strenuous ministry. Jeremiah is strengthened by the simple words, “I am with

”

you.

>0 Loro, you know;
remember me and visit me,
and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance do not take me away;
know that on your account | suffer insult.
®Your words were found, and | ate them,
and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart,
for | am called by your name,
O LoRrD, God of hosts.
7| did not sit in the company of merrymakers,
nor did | rejoice;
under the weight of your hand | sat alone,
for you had filled me with indignation.
18 Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed?
Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail.



® Therefore thus says the LORD:

If you turn back, | will take you back,
and you shall stand before me.

If you utter what is precious and not what is worthless,
you shall serve as my mouth.

It is they who will turn to you,
not you who will turn to them.

22 And 1 will make you to this people
a fortified wall of bronze;

they will fight against you,
but they shall not prevail over you,

for [ am with you
to save you and deliver you,

says the LORD.

211 will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 26:1-8 (spoken responsively)
! Give judgment for me, O LORD, for | have lived with integrity;
[ have trusted in the LORD and have not faltered.
’Test me, O LORD, and try me;
examine my heart and my mind.
> For your steadfast love is before my eyes;
| have walked faithfully with you.
*1 have not sat with the worthless,
nor do | consort with the deceitful.
> | have hated the company of evildoers;
| will not sit down with the wicked.
®1 will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD,
that I may go in procession round your altar,
’singing aloud a song of thanksgiving
and recounting all your wonderful deeds.
® Lorb, I love the house in which you dwell

and the place where your glory abides.
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SECOND READING - Romans 12:9-21

Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and
non-Christians. Love is the unflagging standard of our behavior. When we
encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek to overcome it with good.
While Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of others, we seek to
live at peace with all people.

% Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; ¥ove
one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. ** Do
not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope; be patient
in affliction; persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue
hospitality to strangers.

" Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. > Rejoice
with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. '8 live in harmony with one
another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be
wiser than you are. ” Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for
what is noble in the sight of all. *®If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live
peaceably with all. *® Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the
wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; | will repay, says the Lord.”
2 nstead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them
something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their
heads.” % Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. The Word
of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION - ettt et e meen e e s Page 142
S S B ——— f——]
Y= =S
Al-le-lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
e e S S e
:%ﬁi e [ al S ! " —" o
words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-lu - ia

8



*GOSPEL - Matthew 16:21-28
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 16th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord. (spoken)

After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living
God” (16:16), Jesus reveals the ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words
prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has called a “rock.”

L From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah, ]
Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo
great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be
killed and on the third day be raised. >> And Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” ** But
he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me,
for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

2*Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. % For those who want
to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.
%% For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life?
Or what will they give in return for their life?

7 “Eor the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his
Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 2 Truly I tell
you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the
Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O
Christ.

SERIMION e e ee e e e e es e te e e et s est s s sane s The Rev. Althea Seidel

*HYMN OF THE DAY -
Will You Come and FOIIOW M ...........cooeeiiieeiciieeeeeee e Hymn #798



*APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Response: Merciful God, receive our prayer. (After each prayer) Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING - (Offering plates are located in the narthex as you exit the
sanctuary.)

10



*OFFERTORY HYMN -

Let the Vineyards Be FrUitful ................uovieiienineneiieies e Hymn #182
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. You are our Creator

and bless us with all that we have. We are thankful for many things in our
lives. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous
hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need. Bless our time,
our talents, and all the offerings we give back to you for your holy work,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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HOLY COMMUNION

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who overcame death and the grave, and by his resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. So, with all the choirs of angels, with
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

*SANCTUS - HOIY, hOIY, ROIY .ottt st Page 144
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You so loved the world
that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not
perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into the world to
fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he
took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and
drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes again.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good. Amen.

13
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
After receiving Communion, please do not hesitate to come forward to

the altar for a time of prayer.

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and

bring you peace. Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this
holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this
in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

THE SENDING
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS

God, our teacher, you help us to understand the world around us. We
14



thank you for the opportunity each year to educate ourselves in school. You
have blessed our communities with teachers, staff, and families who take new
skills and ideas and pass them along to each new class of children. All children
are unique with their own minds that grow and develop in their own ways and
at different speeds. We are all special to you.

Jesus said, “Let the children come to me and do not stop them, God’s
kingdom is made up of children like these.” Then he laid his hands on them and
went on his way. Matthew 19:13-15

We celebrate the beginning of this school year and we ask for your
blessings upon the children, teachers, staff, and families who support them all.

Let us pray. In our backpacks we carry books, pencils, crayons,
notebooks, new feelings, unanswered questions, and hopeful expectations.
There are many possibilities of what this year will bring, what we will learn,
who we will meet, and who we will become. God is our friend and he is always
with us. We are reminded today that God will be with us through it all. We
thank you God for all the people who help us learn and grow . In Jesus name,
Amen.

*BLESSING
May God our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer ¥, bless you and hold you

close today and always. Amen.

*SENDING HYMN -
Let Streams Of LiVinG JUSHICE .......ccoueveeieeeecceteeeveieteereese e svaee e saea e Hymn #710

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace, Christ is with you! Share the good news! Thanks be to God.

Worship Texts from Sundays & Seasons © 2016 Augsburg Press Song Select, For use solely with the Song Select Terms of Use. All
rights reserved. www.ccli.com, CCLI License #2639318 ** For use solely with the OneLicense.net Terms of Use.
Onelicense.net License #A-725456.
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PARTICIPANTS
The Rev. Althea Seidel

Paul Copenhaver - Minister of Music Dan Shuman - Organist
Heather Buffington - Bell Choir Director Neal Galbraith - Lay Assistant
Barry Thompson - Lector Sam Seiders - Acolyte

Betty Schriver & Denise Rhoade - Greeters
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& Elevator access to upper and lower levels is located at rear entrance of church.

{ Remember to silence cell phones & other electronic device
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THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY:
Sunday, August 30 - Bingo Meeting 10:15 a.m.; Christian
Education (all ages) 10:30 a.m.
Thursday, September 3 - Archives & Artifacts Committee 9:30 a.m.

PRAYER UPDATE: We have been asked to keep Anne, Barb Atwood, Terry
Clearwater, Monique Derfler, Deb Dobson, Donna, George & Susie Eckert, Dan,
Dan Fox, Moe Gockley, Mike and Nancy Hentz, Patty Hess, Jennifer, Jane, Joan,
Joe & Fran, Jane Kalbach, Joe Kalbach, Bart Keip, Donna Kullman, Jim & Judi
Light, Ann Mark, Robert Moore, Janice Peiffer, Rachel, Robert, Margaret Reese,
Pastor Althea, Sam & Marie Smith, Tim, Betty Troxell, Rick Warner, and Mary
Yeagley.

PRAYER CONCERNS: If you no longer wish to be included in the prayer update
list, please let the Church Office know to remove your name.

GREETERS & LECTORS NEEDED: This is a simple way to help out! Arrive on
Sunday at 8:30 a.m. and greet anyone who enters the Narthex door. Lectors are
also needed. The text is given ahead of time for you to get comfortable. Sign-up
sheet is located at the parking lot Welcome Table. Questions? Please contact
either Denise Rhoade or Stephanie Kaylor.

COUNTRY STORE GOODIES: All the goodies are ready! Peach & Strawberry Jam
are $3 for an 8 oz. jar and $5.50 for a 16 oz. jar. Chow Chow is $4 for a 16 oz. jar,
S6 for a 24 oz. jar, and $8 for a 32 oz. jar. If interested, Linda and Louise will be

available Sunday mornings or contact the Church Office.
16



BINGO HELP NEEDED: We need your help spreading the word! There are flyers
at each Welcome Table. Please grab some and hang them up in the community.
The event benefits our outreach ministries. Stay tuned for more ways to help!
Thank you!

EGG CARTONS: Cartons are needed for various non-profits. Please bring them in
and place them in the bin in The Giving Place.

MISSION TRIP HELP NEEDED: The Northern Lancaster Conference ELCA, Disaster
Response group is making plans for another trip to North Carolina to assist with
Hurricane Helene cleanup and recovery. This, their third trip to NC, (twenty
seventh trip overall) is slated for November 15-21, 2026. Sign-up deadline is
TODAY. If you have an interest in participating or questions about the trip or the
work involved contact Neal Galbraith.

HELP NEEDED: Do you have some spare time to give of your talents? We are in
need of help with our Archives & Artifacts database. If you can type, this is an
opportunity for you! We are also in need of help putting together a giveaway.
Both jobs are sitting and flexible. If you have questions or are interested, please
contact the Church Office. Thank you!

RAFFLE ITEMS: Themed baskets or items are needed for the upcoming Bingo. If
you would like to contribute or for more information, please contact the Church

Office.

CAN YOU SPARE A SUNDAY?: Help is needed with the Youth Sunday School
Class. There is a sign-up sheet in Luther’s Place. Sign-up when it works best for
you. Only want to teach once a year? That’s ok. This is extremely flexible.
Clearances do need to be on file in the Church Office. If you need help with that
or if you have any questions, please contact Stephanie. All materials will be
prepped and ready for you. You simply need to follow the instructions. Please
prayerfully consider helping out. Thank you!

17



S

|

=

Hello Brothers and Sisters in Christ!

Here are a few brief things to expect as | get used to being back in a "normal”
ministry routine. Although there really is no "normal" in ministry! Every day is
different. Every day is different after a stroke too!

My recovery has involved all kinds of things. You may notice:

| love seeing all of you but--| have trouble making eye contact for sustained
periods of time.

| can see but--- | cannot read large pages of words or words close together. |
can't look at a computer, TV, or video screen for very long.

I am walking well but--standing can feel like pins and needles so | may sit more
often.

I can listen anytime and my vocal volume is back but---It's hard for me to talk for
long periods of time.

18



I am independent but -- | cannot drive yet due to my vision and balance issues
which are still getting better.

And finally, my swallowing is going well --but | must eat much healthier to
improve my health going forward.

I'm so glad to be back and doing part time duties throughout August and
September. | look catching up with all of you!

Peace and blessings,
Pastor Althea
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BELL RINGERS TO BEGIN A NEW SEASON: Come join
the fun and fellowship of ringing for the Lord. Please
contact Heather Buffington (717) 926-3917 for more
information and/or to let her know of your interest.

Praise Ringers (4™ grade through adult - Beginner choir)
No experience

necessary. Want to just give it a try? Come for a few
rehearsals before you make a commitment. Don’t read
music? Not a problem - we offer on-the-job training.
Have a seasonal conflict like sports or band, etc? We'll
work around it. Need a ride? We'll arrange one for you. Rehearsals are in
Luther’s Place on Monday evenings from 6:00-7:00PM starting on Sept 14.
Praise Ringers play in one church service a month, October through May.

Psalm Ringers (Experienced ringers) Rehearsals are in Luther’s Place on Monday
evenings from 7:00-8:00PM starting on Sept 14. Psalm Ringers play in one
church service a month, October through May, as well as occasional additional

—
~ o~  BLESSiNG

Walk in kindness, shine :

@ with courage, go with God.
- Ephesians 4:32
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CASH PRIZES!

Supporting Holy Trinity Lutheran Church’s
Hunger Initiative and Pastoral Care Programs.

SEPTEMBER 26

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church

723 Lehman Street: Please use parking lot entrance.

Doors Open for Food &
Drink: 11:30 a.m.
Games Start: 1 p.m.

Regular Games Payout S50
Special Games Payout $100

Tickets: ;;%2 Acdvance

Tickets available online at:

www.trinityleb.org [5] ..E

or. by calling F':%lr

717-273-8567. [=]R:

Questions: stephanie@trinityleb.org
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ELCA World Hunger, Lutheran Disaster Response, and Lutheran World Relief

ELCA World Hunger, Lutheran
Disaster Response and Lutheran
World Relief minister together to
give hope and life changing aid to
people in need around the Globe.
Examples of the crucial work can be
found in the August edition of
Trinity Tidings.

ARG
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Lutheran

Special Offering envelopes can be F\ﬁlJcl)V%IE% Rg':ggt‘esre
found at either Welcome

Table or in the pews (green
envelopes.) You can also
mark your donation “ELCA
World Hunger,” “Lutheran
Disaster Repsonse,” and/or
“Lutheran World Relief.”
Thank you!

LUTHERAN
WORLD RELIEF
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There are many ways that we, as a congregation and as individuals,
give back to the Lord. Many of us share our gifts, talents, and money in
order to have our many ministries flourish. Your support, in whatever
ways it is shared, is always appreciated.

Scan to donate online:

Church Treasurer’s Financial Summary - July 2026

Month of July Actual Year to Date Budget Year to Date
Income $15,954 $146,713 $190,858
Expenses ($27,157) ($194,837) ($200,431)
Net Income ($11,203) ($48,124) ($9,573)
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church

723 Lehman Street, Lebanon, Pennsylvania 17046
Telephone - 717-273-8567 www.trinityleb.org
YouTube: Holy Trinity Lebanon PA www.facebook.com/htlclebanonpa

Pastor Althea Seidel: pastoralthea3@gmail.com e cell: 484-345-0399
Office Hours by appointment, also available by phone, email, or text message

Stephanie Kaylor: stephanie@trinityleb.org
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
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