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trinity tidingsis the newsletter ofHoly Trinity Lutheran Church, 723 Lehman Street, Lebanon, PA 170
also. Stay tuned for
information regarding weekly
Lenten Lunch and Learn
I)AS R opportunities.

If you have any questions
or concerns, please do not hesitate to
contact me, or request a visit with me
through the church office.

Dear Brothers and Sisters
in Christ,

First of all, | want to wish a
Happy New Year to all of our
Holy Trinity friends, family,
and neighbors! | hope you are all doing
well as we begin another new year of
ministry together. Lots of exciting things
are happening this year and we hope you
will keep in touch with us as we plan our
service projects, fellowship, and other
events together.

Have a blessed happy and healthy new
year!

Blessings to all,
In this newsletter you will find several
announcements and upcoming activities.
| have been visiting many of our
homebound members. | will continue to

schedule those visits in January and early

February.Lent is approaching quickly Pastor Althea

And so we know and I'ely on the love God has for us.

G()D IS LOVE.

Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.

1 JOHN 4:16, NIV
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Pastor Althea and the staff would like to thank
everyone for their generousgifts of cards, cookies,

and monetary gifts over the holidays. It is our pleasure
to serve our Lord with you. Your time, energy, and
thoughtful gifts are much appreciated! We wish you
blessings from us to all of you!
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December 31, 2025
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Committee Chair Persons
Worship & Music:
Paul Copenhaver

Finance:
Horace Ehrgood

Christian Education: .
Elizabeth Hershey

‘

Property:
Henry Wampler

Archives:
Jim Dibert

¢

Social Ministry:
Jim Dibert

Social Activities:
Stephanie Kaylor

Thank you for all the
cards, kindness, well
wishes, thoughts,
and prayers! It is
very much
appreciated.

Praying everyone
has a prosperous
and healthy New
Year!

Mike & Nancy Hentz

Church Treasur er 6-Novémber 202% i

Month of November

al

Actual Year to Date Budget Year to Date

Income $25,566 $258,462 $283,943
Expenses $(20,953) $(281,133) $(282,940)
Net Income $4,613 $(22,672) $1,003
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January Worship Schedule

January 4, 11, 18, and 25
9:00 AMii Traditional Service
10:15 AMiA Adult Sunday Schoo

Online Worship Service:

Our online worship will continue to be available.
You can find the service by going to
https://www.trinityleb.org/links. Here you will

find links to the livestream, the bulletin, and the
replay of the service so that you can watch at any
time you wish during the week.

Inclement Weather Policyif Church is going to be
cancelled due to weather, it will be posted on our
website page: www. trinit
refresh your browser when viewing the website. You
can also find information on our Facebook page:
facebook.com/htlclebanonpa. The decision will be
made by 7 p.m. the Saturday prior to service.

Prayer Partners

If you would like your name

added to the list for prayer, P

please call the church office, rgyers
717-273-8567 or email at FOR
stephanie@trinityleb.org.

If you no longer wish to be Heqllng

included in the prayer update
list, please let the Church
Office know to remove your name.

We ask our readers to include the following people in
their prayers:

Barb Atwood, Terry Clearwater, The Family of Dennis
Culp, Deb Dobson, Donna, Susie Eckert, Dan Fox, The
Family of William Godlevski, Mike and Nancy Hentz,
Patty Hess, Jim & Judi Light, Micheal Miele, Janice
Peiffer, Rachel, Ed Ream, Marie Smith, Nancy Warner
and Mary Yeagley.
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Our Vision. our mission is to grow in faith and
discipleship, share the Good News of Jesus through
word and deed, love others as Christ loves us, and
celebrate life in Christ through worship, sacraments
and service.

Our Mission. \we are a community of

believers who come together in:

Z Worshipto be transformed by the presence of
Jesus Christ in and through God's gift of Word and
Sacrament.

Z Christian Educatiorto deepen our faith and
strengthen us in faithful service, trusting in the
creative activity of the Holy Spirit.

Z Friendshipto celebrate our unity in Christ and
sustain and nurture each other as we journey with
Him in our dayto-day lives.

Z Stewardshipto gratefully use the time, talents and
possessions we have been given in furthering our
neissionanrregpons®to Jegus' call ama tigedetding af
the Holy Spirit.

Z Evangelismto share the Jesus story so that others
may come to know God's reconciling grace and the
peace, joy and hope that his divine grace gives.

Z Social Ministryto respond to the spiritual, mental
and physical needs of our neighbors anaidvocate for
the poor, hungry and vulnerable peoples of the world.

How Do You Want
to Celebrate

Your Life?

A Lunch
Workshop with
Pastor Althea

Save the Date from Pastor: February 22, 2026
Following worship | will be hosting a workshop on
planning your wishes for end of life and funeral
services. This is certainly not the most fun topic.
However, in my years of experience, it is extremely
helpful for loved ones to have things written down and
planned as much as possible. There is no pressure
with any aspect of this. | will briefly go through the
process of funeral preparation and go over items
which are able to be chosen ahead of time.
Participants will take a worksheet home and fill out
information at their own leisure. Copies may be made
of personal plans if desired for church files. Bring a
potluck dish.




Notes

The income for November was higher than normal
at $24,576.10

Heather Buffington and Shannon Engle will fill in
on the piano for Sundays during worship.

Lent will be the next Bible study. Day of the week
to be determined.

Pastor is looking for opportunities to join with
other youth and collaborate with another pastor in
the confirmation process.

The Congregational Care team meeting on
11/30/25 was a huge success. Many members
who attended each picked the name of a shim
to visit.

On 12/17/25 the Personnel Committee met and
will finish evaluations with staff in January.

Sanctuary sound system has been much
improved, and all wires have been removed from
the floor.

Christine Paradise resigned as organist.

Synod Assembly will be held June 5 and 6, 2026
at the same place it was held last year.

The plasterer was in a few times a week to apply

Council

Highlights of Church Council Meeting December 18, 2025

plaster to the ceiling at the top of the stairwell
behind the organ. Work continues.

Finance Committee Recommendation was made
by the Finance Committee to the Church Council
to implement a Counting Committee Chairperson/
Financial Secretary to count the money after
worship. Ron Birch has offered to take on this
task.

Constitution Updated recommended changes:

R Chapter 108 Congregational Meeting®
C10.04 6 Recommend changing the
minimum voting members that must be
present to have a quorum at Congregational
meetings from 50 voting members to 45
voting members.

R Chapter 128 Congregational Counci
C12.01 8 Recommend changing the
numbers of maximum and minimum
number of people on church council from a
maximum of 22 and a minimum of 12 to a
maximum of 15 and a minimum of 10.

The Congregational Meeting will be held on
January 25, 2026, immediately following worship.

Next MeetingdWednesday January 14, 2026 at
7:00 pm.

“COME TO ME,
ol wilo

WILL GIVE YOU REST”

Mattfiew 11:28, €SV




From the Archives: Building of the Church

This is the ninth and final in a series of articles featuring the 1954 build.
The photos were graciously donated to Holy Trinity by the late, Jim Rittle.

(left) Dedication
service (the
stained-glass

and present pipe
organ are not
yet installed.)

(right) The
completed
church,
exterior.




Here's what's

happening!

Update on Holy Tr
Artifacts

Recently, a committee was formed through a

collaboration of retired historian Jim Dibert, who The secondary task of the committee is to inventory,
worked with artifacts at Historical Schaefferstown, record, if necessary, reorganize archival collections
I nc.ds museums and ar cheol andartifaasl(i.e.sthrde dimensionatittmsrok t i r e d
library Betz Miller in consultation with Pastor Althea, historical significance to Holy Trinity, which are often
who has worked with the archives at Susquehanna large and heavy) so that their location is readily
University, and our Church Administrator Stephanie accessible.
Kaylor.

The committeeds third, but
A distinction was made between archives (i.e., ensure that both the archives and artifacts are
documents, photographs, and media materials) that properly stored and preserved. It has been
were generated by church groups and actives no determined that storage of our archives needs to be

longer active and those generated by currently active expanded beyond the current space available. A plan
church groups and acti vitiigcarrentifunderwayo mmi tteeds fir st
task is to update and maintain active collections of

archives currently being generated, while assigning to If you are interested in learning more or joining the

the proper collection occasional donations belonging committee, please contact any of the members for

to inactive archives. more information.

Scripture Keys to a Joyful New Year

H old fast to your faith (Hebrews 4:14)

Assemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25)

Pray earnestly every day (1 Thessalonians 5:17, 18)

Pray for great blessings (Malachi 3:10) . * _
Yield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22) "

N eglect not your talents and opportunities (Galatians 6:10) %};\k
E xamine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5)

W ork diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58) “’N\”/f

Yield your members to righteousness (Romans 6:11,16)
E xercise yourself in godliness (1 Timothy 4:7)

Aim at sinless perfection (Hebrews 6:1)
R edeem the time (Ephesians 5:15, 16)




Exemplars of Faith

Trinity Tidingsd December
St. Nicolas whose life exemplified the act of freely
giving to those with a
another exemplar of faith.

oBe still,
(Psalm 46:10)

t hen,

George Fox (16211691) experienced a spiritual crisis
in 1644 when he as 23 years old. He had been
disillusioned by the condition of the Church of
England and the Puritans in the Britan of his time. It
seemed there was much insincerity, hypocrisy, futile
formalism, and oppressive legalism wherever he

|l ooked. He wrote in his |
[the Churches] and all men had gone, so that | had
nothing outward to help me, nor could | tell what to
do. Then | heard a voice
Jesus Christ, that can speak to your condition, my
heart did I eap for joy.©é

From the Lutheran perspective, he had experienced a
moment of grace which launched him on a life
centered in Christ. He began preaching that it was
possible to have a direct relationship with God who, if
you allow him, will direct your life when you quietly
listen a patiently wait for Christ to guide you. In the
Christian tradition, this is known as contemplation.

Asanopemai r i tinerate
concerned with the application of the gospel in daily
life. As his movement spread over all of Britain and his
followers increased, he realizes that need to organize
the. Instead of forming another church with doctrines
and rituals, he formed a Society of Friends who would
regularly meet locally for spiritual growth and a mutual
support. At these meetings those who attended would
sit quietly in silent prayer and/or meditation on a
passage of scripture. Anyone at anytime who felt
called would stand and witness to a blessing,
guidance, or an awareness given to them from God,
public prayers of petition, intercession, thanksgiving,
and praise might also be raised.

Two convictions put the Friends at odds with the
conventional church and civil authorities. They
refused to recognize s
social status, gender, and race that fostered
inequality, since God treats everyone the same
without distinction. And, they refused to take up arms
at times of war or rebellion, since everyone carried the
image of God within themselves; to engage in violence
toward anyone was in effect to engage in violence
toward God himself. It was claimed that when
confronted with the
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Thus arose the common name for their society:
OQuakers. o6

t hat sai 0There is one, e

The most famous was William Penn. To cancel a debt
that Charles IIl owed to his deceased father, who had
been an admiral in The Royal Navy, the King granted
William a charter for his own colony in America as a
refuge for Quakers. To form a government for his
colony William developed a philosophy of civil
authority that is consi
understanding of the place and function of civil

ster

Sy
government is considered the most enlightened
government of its historical time period.

In 1688, a group of Quakers in Pennsylvania drafted
and published the first declaration for the abolition of
human slavery. (Interestingly, among the Quakers was
Daniel Pastorius, a lawyer and the agent of a company
of Frankf ord Ldwhdsedewtionso P i
brought them close to Christ; and they knew William
Penn personallyd that finance the settlement, in
1683, of Germanton in
brought fruit in 1780
passed a law that the children of enslaved people
were free and could not be enslaved. The effect was
that the abolition of slavery was completed. In
Pennsylvania decades before the outbreak of the Civil

eWay.6s accepted differences
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The Lutheran Church commemorates the life of
George Fox on January 13

The Care Class will discuss this article on January18
after worship service in the Social Room. Everyone
interested in the discussion is welcome. Coffee and a
oquaked. o
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Every January, Holy Trinity highlights a ministry of the
Gl obal Church. This year
missionaries.

Today, the Global Church has over 72 million
Lutheran congruent in Europe and North America as

we |l | as Africa, Asi a, and
expansion is due to the work of Lutheran
missionaries.

Holy Trinity has experienced the capabilities of our
missionaries through Pastor Kate Warn. She helped
us through our transition between pastors as our
interim pastor from the summers of 2012 and 2015,
while she waited a new call as missionary in Africa.
She previously served in South Sudan and Sierra
Leone.

Again, we are called to help support our missionaries
by being part of the ELC
serv in Jesus® name ar oul
accompany neighbors as teachers, pastors, doctors,
and more. God calls us into the world together. Your
gift makes possible the lifechanging ministry of
sharing Godbds | ove.

Global Church special offering envelopes can be
found in your yearly envelope box, at one of the
Welcome Tables, and/or in the pews. You can also
make a donation by marking your offering. Thank you
for your generosity.

Mark your calendargor our annual meeting.
This year we will hold it on January 25, directly
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Cleaning & Household Products for
Agape Family shelter 2026

The Women of the ELCAG8s f
2026 is collecting cleaning and household products

for the Agape Family Shelter in the city of Lebanon
from January 4, 2026 to February 18, 2026.

Donations to be collected during this campaign
include: paper towels, toilet tissue, Clorox wipes,

13 gallon tall kitchen trash bags, 33 gallon black
drawstring trash bags, Lysol disinfectant spray
(unscented, white can preferred), Pine Sol, Comet
cleanser, dish detergents, sponges, scouring pads,

nRARekPiatesy thadowelseaBdHE laungry v a s

the shelterds maintenance
money for use to support programs to help their
guests.The Agape Family Shelter provides a
Christcentered sanctuary for single women, pregnant
women and mothers with children. Each woman who
crosses their threshold is guided through an
individualized plan for her futureFrom goailsetting

and financial planning to parenting education and
informal counseling, Agape Family Shelter empowers
women with the life skills they needWe would like to
invite the congregation to participate in this

endeavor. Donations can be placed in the WELCA
barrel located in The Giving Place through Sunday,
February 15. All donations are greatly appreciated.
Thank you.

- Karen Weaver, WELCA Projects Chair

following worship in the Social Room.
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- OLorp, ourLord,
how majestic is your name
inall the earth!

You have set 2 \
teavens!

Psalm 8:1, ESV
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