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Pastor will be bringing
back our Wednesday
noon discussion group

PAS R We are preparing for our
Annual Bazaar in

November

“I woke up this morning -
saw a world full of trouble

now. | thought, “How'd we
ever get so far down?”
and “How's it ever gonna

turn around?” So, | turned
my eyes to heaven and | said,
“God, why don't You do something?”
He said, “I did. | created you.”

| hope you have all been brainstorming as
we plan events and get ready to dive into
all that God has in store for us. As always,
please don’t hesitate to call the church
office or Pastor Althea directly for any
pastoral care needs or concerns.

~ Do Something by Matthew West~

Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ!

I hope you all survived the heat and
humidity of our summer okay. | have been
encouraged by all those who have been
coming to church and everyone who is an
extended part of our church family!

In Christ,

Rev. Althea Seidel

It gives me joy to report that we have
many opportunities for ministry this
fall. You will see in this newsletter that
there are many things coming up as
we continue God’s work in and around
Lebanon. opportunities include:

e Care Class (Adult Sunday School)
continues in September

o New members are being installed
in September

e Blessing of the Animals (kids may
bring a stuffed animal) -photos of
your pets may be used if you

etoberzna THIS l' ALL

e Four of our youth are
celebrating their
Affirmation of Baptism in
October
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Blessing of the Pets
October 7 at 7 p.m.

Confirmation
October 19

Church Council Members
Neal Galbraith (President)

Louise Lundquist (Vice President)
Nancy Brightbill (Secretary)

Brad Bishop (Church Treasurer)
Kathy Bishop
Jay Brown
Karen Fitting
Pam Gainer
Heidi Gerver
Jessie Green
Renee Hunter
Lynn Kern
Henry Wampler
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Church

Luther’'s Small Catechism

The CARE Class will resume its study of the Lutheran
Catechism on Sunday, October 5. Lessons will focus
on the 10 Commandments using Luther’s Small
Catechism—written as a foundation for our youth—and
Large Catechism—written for adults, especially for
parents and teachers, which Luther wrote in
conjunction with each other in 1529. The class is
open to everyone, even if you can attend only
occasionally. The class meets immediately after
worship in the Social Room. Coffee, tea and a
sweet-treat are provided to carry you over to lunch,
including anyone who is unable to attend class.

L. Al

Robert Eckert
August 10, 2025

_ Concil

Committee Chair Persons
Worship & Music:
Paul Copenhaver

Finance:
Horace Ehrgood

Christian Education:
Elizabeth Hershey

Property:
Henry Wampler

Archives:
Open

Social Ministry:
Jim Dibert

Social Activities:
Stephanie Kaylor
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September Worship Schedule

September 7, 14, 21, and 28
9:00 AM—Traditional Service
10:15 AM— Adult Sunday School

Online Worship Service:
Our online worship will continue to be available.
You can find the service by going to
https://www.trinityleb.org/links. Here you will
find links to the live-stream, the bulletin, and the
replay of the service so that you can watch at any
time you wish during the week.

Inclement Weather Policy: If Church is going to be
cancelled due to weather, it will be posted on our
website page: www.trinityleb.org. Don’t forget to
refresh your browser when viewing the website. You
can also find information on our Facebook page:
facebook.com/htlclebanonpa. The decision will be
made by 7 p.m. the Saturday prior to service.

Prayer Partners

If you would like your name
added to the list for prayer,

please call the church office, PrOyerS

717-273-8567 or email at FOR

stephanie@trinityleb.org. o
Healing

If you no longer wish to be
included in the prayer update
list, please let the Church Office
know to remove your name.

We ask our readers to include the following people in
their prayers:

Becky, Barb Atwood, Terry Clearwater, Deb Dobson,
Susie Eckert, Dan Fox, Mike and Nancy Hentz, Patty
Hess, Joette Hollinger, Jim & Judi Light, Lohla, Dean
Moyer, Katelyn Moyer, Janice Peiffer, Rachel, Ed
Ream, George Smith, Marie Smith, Nancy Warner,
and Mary Yeagley.
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Our Vision...our mission is to grow in faith and
discipleship, share the Good News of Jesus through
word and deed, love others as Christ loves us, and
celebrate life in Christ through worship, sacraments
and service.

Our Mission...we are a community of

believers who come together in:

i Worship to be transformed by the presence of
Jesus Christ in and through God's gift of Word and
Sacrament.

i Christian Education to deepen our faith and
strengthen us in faithful service, trusting in the
creative activity of the Holy Spirit.

i Friendship to celebrate our unity in Christ and
sustain and nurture each other as we journey with
Him in our day-to-day lives.

T Stewardship to gratefully use the time, talents and
possessions we have been given in furthering our
mission in response to Jesus' call and the leading of
the Holy Spirit.

7 Evangelism to share the Jesus story so that others
may come to know God's reconciling grace and the
peace, joy and hope that his divine grace gives.

7 Social Ministry to respond to the spiritual, mental
and physical needs of our neighbors and advocate for
the poor, hungry and vulnerable peoples of the world.

N
Sav Saturday, October 4
at 12 p.m.
This event \Sr : :
to you
e OICNIC -
friends
Sign




From the Archives: Building of the Church

This is the fifth in a series of articles featuring the 1954 build.
The photos were graciously donated to Holy Trinity by the late, Jim Rittle.

(left) The erection of the
structural steel of the nave.

(below) The 1954 cornerstone is
readied for placement.
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Rev. Kistler (to the left of
the cornerstone) and other
church officials at the
cornerstone-laying service.



Devotional for September
with excerpts from Searching for
Sunday by Rachel Held Evans

Rachel Held Evans recounts the many ways Jesus
talked about the reign of God:

Jesus didn’t talk much about the church, but he
talked a lot about the kingdom....

In contrast to every other kingdom that has been and
ever will be, this kingdom belongs to the poor, Jesus
said, and to the peacemakers, the merciful, and those
who hunger and thirst for God. In this kingdom, the
people from the margins and the bottom rungs will be
lifted up to places of honor, seated at the best spots
at the table. This kingdom knows no geographic
boundaries, no political parties, no single language or
culture. It advances not through power and might, but
through acts of love and joy and peace, missions of
mercy and kindness and humility. This kingdom has
arrived, not with a trumpet’s sound but with a baby’s
cries, not with the vanquishing of enemies but with
the forgiving of them, not on the back of a warhorse
but on the back of a donkey, not with triumph and a
conquest but with a death and a resurrection....

When we consider all the messes the church has
made throughout history, all the havoc she has
wreaked and the things she has destroyed, when we
face up to just how different the church looks from
the kingdom most of the time, it’s easy to think
maybe Jesus left us with a raw deal. Maybe he pulled
a bait and switch, selling us on the kingdom and then
slipping us the church.

Evans names how the church is called to manifest
the kingdom of God:

This word for church, ekklesia, was used at the time
of Jesus to refer... to the people of God, assembled
together. So church is, essentially, a gathering of
kingdom citizens, called out—from their individuality,
from their sins, from their old ways of doing things,
from the world’s way of doing things—into
participation in this new kingdom and community
with one another....

The purpose of the church, and of the sacraments, is
to give the world a glimpse of the kingdom, to point
in its direction....

In this sense, church gives us the chance to riff on
Jesus’ description of the kingdom, to add a few new
metaphors of our own. We might say the kingdom is
like St. Lydia’s in Brooklyn where strangers come

together and remember Jesus when they eat. The
kingdom is like the Refuge in Denver, where addicts
and academics, single moms and suburban
housewives come together to tell each other the truth.
The kingdom is like Thistle Farms where women heal
from abuse by helping to heal others....

And even still, the kingdom remains a mystery just
beyond our grasp.... All we have are almost and not
quite and wayside shrines. All we have are imperfect
people in an imperfect world doing their best to
produce outward signs of inward grace and
stumbling all along the way.

Rachel Held Evans is a well-known public theologian
who wrote many books and articles on faith, God’s
love, grace, and life experiences. Unfortunately, Evans
passed away in 2019, but her legacy, strong faith, and
Christian spirit lives on.

References: Rachel Held Evans, Searching for
Sunday: Loving, Leaving, and Finding the Church
(Nashville, TN: Nelson Books, 2015), 252-253,
254-255, 256.

“WHAT SHALL WE SAY THE
KINGDOM OF GOD IS LIKE?”
7k 430 NIV



FOR STUDENTS

As children return to school once again this year
please join me in prayer for all school students,
teachers, staff and parents. Thank you.
- Karen Weaver,
Northwest Elementary School Liaison

Dear Heavenly Father,

We come to you seeking your guidance and blessings
as we embark on a new school year. Please watch
over all the students, teachers, staff and parents.

God of knowledge and wisdom bless all students as
they begin this new school year. Help them discover
and develop the gifts you have given them. As they
grow in knowledge help them to also grow in kindness
and compassion, learning respect for themselves and
others.

Father we thank you for giving us people with the gift
of teaching our children. Grant all teachers the
strength to inspire, the courage to guide and the
resilience to face each day with enthusiasm. May their
efforts shine brightly and inspire countless hearts.

We also ask your blessing on parents and all those
who care for students. Please give them the strength
and wisdom to support their children throughout this
school year. Help them to be a source of
encouragement and love.

And as we pray for this new school year Father remind
us that wherever we go you are always with us.
Please let your love shine through in all that we do.
Let it be a year filled with your grace, favor and
goodness.

Amen

Bell Ringers to Begin
New Season on
September 8

Come join the fun and fellowship
of ringing for the Lord. Please
contact Heather Buffington

(717) 926-3917 for more
information and/or to let her know
of your interest.

Praise Ringers (4t grade through adult - Beginner
choir) No experience necessary. Want to just give it a
try? Come for a few rehearsals before you make a
commitment. Don’t read music? Not a problem - we
offer on-the-job training. Have a seasonal conflict?
(sports, band, etc)? We'll work around it. Need a ride?
We’ll arrange one for you. Rehearsals are in Luther’s
Place on Monday evenings from 6:00-7:00PM starting
on Sept 9. Praise Ringers play in one church service a
month, October through May.

Psalm Ringers (Experienced ringers) Rehearsals

are in Luther’s Place on Monday evenings from
7:00-8:30PM starting on Sept 9. Psalm Ringers play
in one church service a month, October through May,
as well as occasional additional performances.

® THIS IS MY BODY
1S GIVEN FOR YOU:

Lutheran World Relief
Update

WELCA thanks you for your
generous contributions to our
Lutheran World Relief school kits
and personal care kits campaign
this year. On September 14th |
will share with you the kit totals
for this campaign and make an
additional request for monetary
assistance with the shipping costs to provide these
Kits to people in need around the world. Cash or
check donations can be made by using an envelope
designated for “Lutheran World Relief Shipping Costs”
available in the pew pockets and also at the welcome
tables located in the narthex and at the back door of
the church. If you are making a check donation please
make it payable to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church with
Lutheran World Relief Shipping Costs written in the
memo line of the check. Again thank you for all the
support you have bestowed on this campaign thus far
and we would be very grateful if you would consider
this additional donation to help reduce shipping costs
for the kits and quilts to reach our most weary
neighbors and surround them with warmth, dignity
and hope.
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WELCA Picnic

On Wednesday, August 20t 20 ladies in silly and very
mismatched attire met for a very “mixed up” affair.
There were lots of laughs, fun games and silly dances
and singing of goofy songs, not to mention a
wonderful potluck of delicious food!

There were so many crazy and creative outfits that
night, but the 3 that stood out the most won prizes.
They were:

1st Place: Denise McDaniels
2nd Place: Darla Kise
3rd Place: Carol Koehler

The room was adorned with several holiday
decorations that, of course, did not match! Different
holiday candies were scattered on the tables so
everyone could make a goodie bag to take home.

A beanbag toss, scavenger hunt and a photo booth
were among the games and activities that were
enjoyed by all.

Sticking with the “mixed bag” theme, the evening’s
agenda was also mixed up!

The WELCA Benediction was said at the opening of
the party and the Blessing of the food was at the end
of the evening.

AAAND where else can you EAT DESSERT FIRST!I??

WELCA is always welcoming new ladies!! We meet on
the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 6:00 pm on the

2nd floor. Our next meeting will be on September 17th
at 6:00 pm. Please come and try it out!!




Handbell Tour

Four bell choir members took a
tour of the Malmark Handbell
facility on August 7 in
Plumstedville, PA. Malmark
handbells and handchimes are the
ones we use in our church. After
receiving the metal pieces, every
part of the bell is hand crafted at
the facility by a staff of 35 people.
We saw each step from shaping the
bell and chime to tuning, shining,
refurbishing and shipping them.
Carol Koehler, Rita White, Heather
Buffington and Pastor Althea
(photo on right) had a great time
traveling, eating lunch, and
learning the craft of making and
maintaining handbells and
handchimes.




LCCM Food Bank Item

The items requested in
September is canned
vegetables and

instant mashed
potatoes.

ltems can be brought to the church at any time and
placed in the red shopping cart labeled “LCCM Food
Bank” located in THE GIVING PLACE (Arnold St. side
annex of Luther’s Place).

Please continue your generosity by continuing to
donate to the Food Bank. Your donations are greatly
needed and appreciated.

Donation Item

The items requested in
September are canned
tuna, canned beans,
shampoo and feminine
hygiene products.

ltems can be brought to

the church at any time and placed in the bin labeled
“SHARE & CARE” located in THE GIVING PLACE
(Arnold St. side annex of Luther’s Place).

_GAN

YOU HELP?

Aluminum Can Collection

The church continues to collect aluminum cans for
recycling. Please bring the aluminum cans (rinsed &
flattened) to the church weekdays during church
office hours, or bring them along to church, Sunday
School, or any other church function. A container for
them is located in THE GIVING PLACE (Arnold St. side
annex of Luther’s Place).

September 24
The Astonishing
Dawn Redwood
by Dr. Len Eiserer

s
\) a4
Finding a remnant

population of supposedly extinct EVE“TS

Dawn Redwoods in a remote Chinese valley was one
of the most important botanical discoveries of the
20th century. Join tree hobbyist Len Eiserer for a
presentation about the incredible past, thriving
present, and sparkling future of the Dawn Redwood,
a living fossil.

Len Eiserer received his Bachelor's degree from the
University of Maine and doctorate in Psychology from
Bryn Mawr College. He’s taught for 40 years and
currently teaches at Harrisburg Area Community
College (HACC). He maintains the website, Tree
Treasurers of Lancaster County, and serves on the
boards of the Friends of the Tanger and the Kaneko
Arboretums.

Program starts at 7 p.m. in Luther’s Place.

Medical _ ﬂ
Equipment & ,,,./
Supplies ‘kﬁ“‘p 5
We have a small | ;:;'i" '{T?%.& ]
lending “library” of equipment 7/ % 2!

and new medical supplies :

that are available for use by

members of Holy Trinity. Some of the items include:
wheelchairs, shower chairs, medical bed, pads for
beds, adult diapers, and more. These items are
available at no cost to you. If you have a need or
would like to donate an item, please contact the
Church Office at 717-273-8567.

The Lutheran Camping Corporation

of Central Pennsylvania
Kirchenwald, Nawakwa, & The Wittel Farm

Upcoming Events:

October 5: Capture the Flag at Kirchenwald
October 7-9: Adult Study Retreat at Nawakwa
October 19: Fall Foliage Day at Nawakwa
October 26: Fall Foliage Day at Kirchenwald
November 2: Annual Quilt Auction at Nawakwa

November 7-9: Women'’s Craft Retreat at Nawakwa

For more information, please visit:
www.lutherancamping.org



Alpine Valley » .
(formerly Spang BINGO
Crest) Needs Your 1528375173
Generosity! 6 17/32/45 61

As with most nursing homes, 915 *
your generosity adds to our 12126 44|52 66
residents’ lives and activity
programming. Listed below are 712234
some of the typical prizes that

Alpine Valley

Post Acute and Healthcare Center

6070

48 72

-

our residents would choose to
take off the prize cart. Any of these donations or any
other items would be greatly appreciated.

Kleenex (boxes and tissues packs)

Candy (individually wrapped): sugar free hard
and/or chocolate candy, hard candy

Snack Foods: pretzel bags, snack packages,
cookies, crackers (peanut butter or cheese)
Jewelry (mainly long necklaces)

Perfume and/or Cologne

After Shave, Body Spray, and/or Hand Lotions
Quarters to spend in the Gift Shop

Adult Coloring Books & Colored Pencil Packs
Small Notebooks (to write in)

Small Stuffed Animals

For more information, please contact Marian Brandt
at 717-273-4385. Donations can be placed in The
Giving Place in the bin marked “Alpine Valley.”

STOP
AND CONSIDER

THE

WORKS OF GOD.

JOB 37:14, ESV
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staff

Paul “PJ” Copenhaver: Minister of
Music and Choir Director

As an almost lifelong member of Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church, | never dreamed that | would now be currently
serving as Minister of Music and Choir Director. | have
been a member of HTLC for over 50 years and soon it
will be 30 years of leading the church’s music
programs. Deeply rooted in the life of the
congregation, | bring my passion for music and
worship to every aspect of this role.

| select the hymns for weekly services and actively
collaborate in shaping the liturgy throughout the year.

In addition to planning music for worship, | lead both One of the special parts of my job is to listen to

the Senior and Youth Choirs, preparing them through members when they bring me stories of their past or
regular rehearsals and guiding their musical offerings special hymns that mean a lot to them. | always try to
during services. | help organize and participate in find a way to make it a part of an upcoming service. |
special musical services across the church calendar, consider it a blessing to serve the church that helped
enriching the worship experience for all. | am also the form my faith, and | am honored to now give back
chairman of the Worship and Music committee, play through the gift of music and ministry. If you ever

in the Psalm ringers bell choir and play brass for need to reach me, | can be contacted at

special services. 717-507-8247 or pjcopenhaver@gmail.com.

Hanna Kern and Tristan Harkness are delighted to announce their
engagement. The couple became engaged on June 21st at the Royal
Winery in Harrisburg, surrounded by their loving family and friends.

Hanna is a 2023 graduate of Bloomsburg University, where she
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Speech-Language Pathology.
She is a 2025 graduate of West Chester University where she
earned her Master’s degree in Speech-Language Pathology. : -

Tristan is a 2022 graduate of Bloomsburg University with a Bachelor o 2 \,
of Science degree in Business Administration and Management. | 5%

The couple is planning a June 19, 2026 wedding. W s
11



2 - Randy Nye
PO Box 9
Schaefferstown, PA 17088

Pastor Althea Seidel
¢/0 Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
723 Lehman Street
Lebanon, PA 17046

Sue Ann Whitmire
520 Cherry Street
Lebanon, PA 17046

8 - Linda Blouch
6 Cherry Avenue
Lebanon, PA 17042

George Eckert
701 Noble Street
Lebanon, PA 17042

11 - Bryan Albright
3 Timothy Avenue
Lebanon, PA 17042

13 - Marian Brandt
1103 Elm Street
Lebanon, PA 17042

Michael Fario-Kohr (celebrating his 9th birthday)

371 North 5th Street
Lebanon, PA 17046

16 - Barb Eisenhauer
732 South 4th Avenue
Lebanon, PA 17042

18 - Virginia Adams
PO Box 471
Jonestown, PA 17038

20 - Hannah Kern
740 Prescott Drive
Lebanon, PA 17046

22 - Sue Hoyer

Traditions of Hershey

100 North Larkspur Drive, Apt. 239
Palmyra, PA 17078

24 - Charley Bullock (celebrating her 11th birthday)

326 Kauffman Road
Annville, PA 17003

Sam Smith
823 South 12th Street
Lebanon, PA 17042

25 - Joanne Hitz

698 Zinn’s Mill Road
Lebanon, PA 17042

Beth Moore
67 Helene Court
Hamburg, PA 19526

26 - Susie Eckert

701 Noble Street
Lebanon, PA 17042

27 - Sandra Wampler

One Behney Drive
Lebanon, PA 17042

Please consider sending a card or giving them a
phone call to celebrate their special day.




Seasons of Change, Signs of Grace

“While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, and
cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and
night shall not cease” (Genesis 8:22, NASB.)

As autumn begins, we watch the world transform
before our eyes. Leaves change color, the air turns
crisp, and a new rhythm settles in. In these seasonal
shifts, we are reminded of God’s faithful hand over all
of creation.

Genesis 8:22 assures us that the cycles of nature—
seedtime and harvest, summer and winter—are part
of God’s ongoing promise. Each season speaks of His
order, care, and presence. Autumn, in particular, in-
vites reflection. Just as the trees release their leaves,
we are called to let go of what no longer serves us and
make space for renewal.

This season also marks a return to routines—school
schedules, church programs, and community events.
As we step into new responsibilities or revisit familiar
ones, may we do so with gratitude and trust. God is

not only present in the harvest but in the quiet letting
go.

Let this autumn be a time to embrace God’s steady
rhythm, find beauty in change, and rest in His faithful
promises that never cease—even as the world around
us shifts.

Christian Symbol

BURNING BUSH — In
Exodus 3, God speaks to
Moses from a bush that is
burning but not consumed.
When Moses asks what he
should say if the Egyptians
questions who sent him to
lead the Israelites out of
slavery, God states, "l AM
WHO | AM." Centuries later, when people wonder who
Jesus is, his answers hint at his divinity: "I AM the light
of the world; | AM the good shepherd; | AM the bread
of life" and, perhaps most profoundly, "Before
Abraham was, | AM" (John 8:58). On Pentecost, God's
Holy Spirit comes upon the apostles as fire. Thus the
burning bush is a powerful symbol of God's presence
echoed through time.

A Prayer for Autumn's Arrival

Lord of all seasons, As the leaves change and the
days grow cooler, help me embrace the rhythm of your
creation. Teach me to let go of what | no longer need
and to trust your timing in every part of life.

Thank you for the beauty of autumn—for crisp
mornings, golden trees, and the promise of harvest.
May this season deepen my gratitude, renew my
spirit, and draw me closer to your heart.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.



KIDS PAGE

A AA A A

Start off the school 1
year right by making this -
wipe-off board, which can help you
remember important things.

What you need:

* Adult help

* 5" x 7" picture frame with
glass (available at a dollar
store)

* Lined notebook paper

* Scissors

* Low-heat glue gun

* Buttons, ribbon, stickers
or foam shapes

* 1" piece of Velcro

* Erasable marker

What you do:

1. Using the cardboard in-
sert or picture from the
frame as a pattern, cut
the notebook paper to fit
the frame. Then insert it
behind the glass.

2. Decorate the outside of
the frame by gluing on
buttons, ribbon, stickers
or foam shapes.

3. Glue one side of the Velcro
to the erasable pen and
one side to the frame.
Then attach the pen to
the frame.

4. Place the board on your
desk, dresser or kitchen
counter. On the glass,
write daily reminders
about assignments and
activities.

Create a simple and meaningful
prayer box your family can use
to share requests and pray
together all week long.

»,

What you need:

* Shoebox with lid

* Wrapping paper or
decorative paper

* Scissors & tape

® Markers or crayons

e Stickers and other craft material
(optional)

* Pens or pencils

* Index cards or small pieces of

What you do:

1. Wrap the shoebox like a gift, wrapping
the lid separately so it can be opened.

2. As a family, decorate the box with
drawings, favorite Bible verses, photos,
or stickers.

3. Place the box somewhere central, like
the kitchen or living room.

4. Keep index cards and pens nearby.
When someone has a prayer request,
they can write or draw it and drop it in.

5. Throughout the week, take turns
praying over the requests as a family,
or have a parent lead prayer time.

Devote Y°“"s°,‘v es
to prayer: being

¥  watchful and thankful.
__Colossians 4:2, NIV

14




Lectionary Readings

Sunday, September 7

13th Sunday after Pentecost
Deuteronomy 30:15 - 20
Psalm 1

Philemon 1 -21

Luke 14:25 - 33

Sunday, September 14

14th Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 32:7 - 14

Psalm 51:1 - 10

1 Timothy 1:12 - 17

Luke 15:1-10

Sunday, September 21

15th Sunday after Pentecost
Amos 8:4 -7

Psalm 113

1 Timothy 2:1-7

Luke 16:1-13

Sunday, September 28

16th Sunday after Pentecost
Amos 6:1a,4 -7

Psalm 146

1 Timothy 6:6 - 19

Luke 16:19 - 31

Sunday, October 5

17th Sunday after Pentecost
Habakkuk 1:1-4,2:1-4
Psalm 37:1-9

2 Timothy 1:1- 14

Luke 17:5-10
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