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trinity tidings is the newsletter of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 723 Lehman Street, Lebanon, PA 17046 

Church Office Hours:     

Mondays thru Thursdays   9:00 - 12:00 PM  

Closed on Fridays  

Dear Holy Trinity Family,  
 

As many of you know, Pastor  

Althea is out due to health  

issues. We are glad to report 

that she is recovering and  

making progress daily! She is 

taking the time that she needs 

to recover and is looking  

forward to returning.  

 

We know that the generosity of HTLC knows no 

bounds. That said, many of you have inquired as to 

what you can do. Please pray for her recovery, for the 

health care workers providing care, and for her family. 

There are also cards set up in Luther’s Place. Please 

feel free to stop by and sign one. If you would like to 

send a card, please send it to the Church or drop it off 

when you are at HTLC. We will make sure that she  

receives them.  

 

At this time, Pastor is  

requesting no visitors. When 

that changes, we will update 

everyone.  
 

Please continue to contact  

the Church Office with any  

pastoral needs.  
 

We leave you with this prayer:  

Loving God, you call us into a community of mutual 

support and health. Bring your healing touch to all who 

are sick, send medical professionals to minister to 

those who suffer, encourage us to accompany those 

who are lonely, and bring hope to all who are in  

despair. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

In Christ,  
 

Stephanie Kaylor, Church Administrator &  

Jessie Green, Church Council President 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

June 20: Summer Solstice Party at The Wittel Farm  
 

July 5-10: Elder Camp at Nawakwa 
 

July 19-24: Family Camp at Nawakwa  
 

July 26: Summer Dinner Church at The Wittel Farm 
 

For more information, please visit: 

www.lutherancamping.org 

Church Council Members 
Jessie Green (President) 

Nancy Brightbill (Vice President) 

Ed Kulakowski (Secretary) 

Brad Bishop (Church Treasurer)  

Jay Brown 

Carl Deemer 

Karen Fitting 

Pam Gainer 

Neal Galbraith 

Heidi Gerver 

Renee Hunter 

Lynn Kern 

Guy Lintner 

Henry Wampler 

Ruth Gassert 

May 16 , 2026 

Committee Chair Persons 
 

Worship & Music: Paul Copenhaver 
 

Finance: Horace Ehrgood  
 

 

Christian Education:  

Elizabeth Hershey 
 

Property: Henry Wampler 
 

Archives & Artifacts: Jim Dibert 
 

Social Ministry: Jim Dibert 
 

Social Activities: Stephanie Kaylor 

Lay Assistant Update Training 
 

The training that was scheduled for Sunday, June 7th 

is postponed. Please stay tuned for more information.  

June 22 - June 27 
 

The Church Office will be closed June 22 through June 

27. The phone will be checked for messages. In case 

of an emergency, please call Stephanie at  

717-507-2273.  
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Medical  

Equipment &  

Supplies 
 

We have a small lending 

“library” of equipment and 

new medical supplies that 

are available for use by 

members of Holy Trinity. Some of the items include: 

wheelchairs, shower chairs, medical bed, pads for 

beds, adult diapers, and more. These items are  

available at no cost to you. If you have a need or 

would like to donate an item, please contact the 

Church Office at 717-273-8567.  

 
 
 
 

Our Vision...Our mission is to grow in faith and 

discipleship, share the Good News of Jesus through 

word and deed, love others as Christ loves us, and 

celebrate life in Christ through worship, sacraments 

and service. 
 

Our Mission...We are a community of  

believers who come together in: 
 

 Worship to be transformed by the presence of  

Jesus Christ in and through God's gift of Word and  

Sacrament. 
 

 Christian Education to deepen our faith and 

strengthen us in faithful service, trusting in the  

creative activity of the Holy Spirit. 
 

 Friendship to celebrate our unity in Christ and  

sustain and nurture each other as we journey with 

Him in our day-to-day lives. 
 

 Stewardship to gratefully use the time, talents and 

possessions we have been given in furthering our  

mission in response to Jesus' call and the leading of 

the Holy Spirit. 
 

 Evangelism to share the Jesus story so that others 

may come to know God's reconciling grace and the 

peace, joy and hope that his divine grace gives. 
 

 Social Ministry to respond to the spiritual, mental 

and physical needs of our neighbors and advocate for 

the poor, hungry and vulnerable peoples of the world. 

Prayer Partners 
 

If you would like your name  

added to the list for prayer,  

please call the church office,  

717-273-8567 or email at  

stephanie@trinityleb.org.   
 

If you no longer wish to be   

included in the prayer update 

list, please let the Church  

Office know to remove your 

name.  

    

We ask our readers to include the following people in 

their prayers:  

 

Barb Atwood, Terry Clearwater, Monique Derfler, Deb 

Dobson, Donna, George & Susie Eckert, Dan, Dan Fox, 

The Family of Ruth Gassert, Mike and Nancy Hentz, 

Patty Hess, Jennifer, Joe & Fran, Joe Kalbach, Jim & 

Judi Light, Ann Mark, Janice Peiffer, Rachel, Robert, 

Margaret Reese, Pastor Althea, Sam & Marie Smith, 

Betty Troxell, Nancy & Rick Warner, and Mary Yeagley. 

May Worship Schedule  
 

June 7, 14, 21, and 28 

          9:00 AM—Traditional Service  

          10:15 AM— Adult Christian  

   Education  

 

Online Worship Service:  

Our online worship will continue to be available.  

You can find the service by going to  

https://www.trinityleb.org/links. Here you will  

find links to the live-stream, the bulletin, and the  

replay of the service so that you can watch at any  

time you wish during the week. 

 

Inclement Weather Policy: If Church is going to be  

cancelled due to weather, it will be posted on our  

website page: www.trinityleb.org. Don’t forget to  

refresh your browser when viewing the website. You 

can also find information on our Facebook page:  

facebook.com/htlclebanonpa. The decision will be 

made by 7 p.m. the Saturday prior to service.  
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• April income $17,625.72; Expenses $24,103.67. 

 

• April income unified offering $11,082 was lower 

than normal. 

 

• We will continue to pray over whole prayer list 

once per month during worship.  

 

• Worship for July to be historical services including 

a Patriotic Sunday on July 5th – Ideas are being 

discussed with Archives and Worship and Music 

committees. 

 

• Catechism Group for September is being planned 

for any youth 6th through 9th grade as parents/

guardians feel comfortable. 

 

• Lebanon Conference Cluster has 6 pastors      

supporting 14 churches.  All pastors have         

additional pastor support duties at assigned other 

churches.  Pastor Althea will also be providing 

support to St Mark’s Lutheran in Annville.  

 

• Synod assembly will be held June 5th and 6th.  

 

• Council retreat will be on June 28th after worship.  

Signup sheet will become available for council 

members to provide food, snacks.  

 

• Garden ministry has begun planting and         

maintaining herbs and veggies. 

Highlights of Church Council Meeting May 21, 2026 

• Lehman Street front steps deterioration had an 

estimate submitted by one contractor to replace 

stairs but not the railings.  

 

• Plasterer resumed working to complete work. 

 

• Organist search: Potential organist candidate had 

Informal meeting with PJ Copenhaver and Pastor 

Althea. Formal Interview with the potential        

organist candidate in June with PJ, Pastor Althea, 

and others. 

 

• God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday September 13th.  

ELCA annual day of service. Project(s) to be      

determined. 

 

• Next Council Meeting:  Tuesday June 16th, 2026 

7:00 PM (Note: Meeting changed from usual 

Thursday due to conflicts for some.) 

Church Treasurer’s Financial Summary - April 2026 
  

   Month of April  Actual Year to Date Budget Year to Date 

Income   $17,626  $92,972  $112,919 

Expenses  ($24,104)  ($115,474)  ($125,157) 

 

Net Income  ($6,478)  ($22,501)  ($12,238)  
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        LCCM Food Bank Item  
 

   The items requested in  

   June is peanut butter  

and jelly. 
     

 

Items can be brought to the church at any time and 

placed in the red shopping cart  labeled “LCCM Food 

Bank” located in  THE GIVING PLACE (Arnold St. side 

annex of Luther’s Place). 
 

Please continue your generosity by continuing to  

donate to the Food Bank. Your donations are  greatly  

needed and appreciated. 

Aluminum Can  

Collection 
 
The church continues to collect 

aluminum cans for recycling.  

Please bring the aluminum cans 

(rinsed & flattened) to the church weekdays during 

church office hours, or bring them along to church, 

Sunday School, or any other church function.  A  

container for them is located in THE GIVING PLACE 

(Arnold St. side annex of Luther’s Place).   

Donation Items  
 
The items requested  

in June are soap,  

toilet paper,  

deodorant, ready to  

eat meals, pasta, canned meat (tuna, chicken, etc.), 

individual packs of crackers, granola bars and water 

bottles.  

 

Monetary donations are also needed. To give, simply 

mark your donation with a note “Share & Care.”  
    

Items can be brought to the church at any time and 

placed in the bin labeled “SHARE & CARE” located in  

THE GIVING PLACE (Arnold St. side annex of Luther’s 

Place).  

Make Plans  

Now! 
 

Join the Quittapahilla 

Audubon Society on  

Saturday, June 20 for 

“Birds, Blooms, and  

Butterflies.” Please meet 

at State Game Lands in 

Colebrook at 9 a.m. at 

the Lebanon Valley Rails 

to Trails parking lot off Rt. 117. Questions? Please 

contact Jim Fiorentino 717-269-0675. 

 

Sunday, June 28 take part in a visit to Swatara State 

Park for an observation of flora and fauna via Sand 

Siding. Meet at 2:30 p.m. at Trout Run Trailhead. 

Questions? Please contact Fritz Heilman  

717-273-0487.  

 

June 20 is 

World  

Refugee 

Day 
  

A refugee is a person who has been involuntarily 

forced to flee from the home they cherish because of 

a natural disaster or to escape life threatening  

violence where they live. The ELCA supports ministries 

that enable refugees as they recover from their  

traumatic experiences. The story of one refugee  

accompaniment ministry is found in the Winter 2026 

ELCA publication Boundless: 

 

“The Rev. Bekah Davis, an ELCA missionary, is about 

three years into her four-year term as pastor of  

St. Andrew’s United Church of Cairo in Egypt  and 

chaplain at St. Andrew’s Refugees Services (StARES). 

 

The work that ‘captures joy’ for Rev. Davis is her role 

as chaplain of StARES. That organization, which was 

founded by an ELCA pastor in 1976, has helped over 

80.000 forcibly displaced individual from the Horn of 

Africa, Yemen, Syria and Iraq secure housing,  

education, emergency medical assistance, legal aid, 

political advocacy, and basic human rights. StARES 

also provides child protection services  to  

unaccompanied children and youth, who make up a 

large portion of the people it serves. StARES now has 

over 600 staff members and 200 volunteers.  

Volunteers sometimes come from the local  

community or from partners such as the ELCA, but 

many are refugees themselves who are being train for 

staff roles.  

 

Through your generosity, you are working toward that 

better world along side Rev. Davis and our partners at 

StARES where all are safe, welcome and able to feel 

the power of God’s love.” 

 

Please prayerfully  consider June’s Special Offering in 

support of Refugee Accompaniment.     
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Luther was the preacher; Melanchthon was the  

scholar; Luther was provocative, Melanchthon was 

conciliatory; Luther was the lightning rod;  

Melanchthon was the statesman of the Reformation. 

They were friends and colleagues who complimented 

each other. 

 

Philipp was born to Georg and Barbara Reuter 

Schwartzerdt (i.e. “black earth”) in the principality of 

the German Platinate. Because his father died when 

he was young, his mother turned to her relatives to 

help raise him. Her brother Johannes, a prominent 

scholar, recognized Philipp’s ease of learning  

languages and facilitated his education for him to 

master and teach Greek. He also taught Philipp the 

Greek form of Schwartzerdt, “Melancthon,” which the 

young man adopted as identifying himself as a Greek 

scholar. In 1518, he was hired by Wittenburg  

University in Saxony to teach Greek. 

 

When he gave his inaugural lecture to the entire  

faculty, Martin Luther, a brilliant linguist who had in 

1517 gained notoriety for his 95 Thesis, was so  

impressed that he took Philipp under his guidance. 

Within the next year Philipp wrote a textbook in which 

he praised Luther’s theology. And in 1519, Martin 

took Philipp with him to Leipzig to help in finding  

historical references for use in his debate with Johann 

Eck. Melanchthon’s report on the debate furthered 

the spread of the Reformation. 

 

After Luther’s excommunication by the Pope and  

declared an outlaw by the Emperor, while the Duke of 

Saxony placed him under protective custody in  

Wartburg Castle,  Melanchthon wrote Loci communes 

theologici. In it he used passages from the Bible to 

communicate the theology of the Reformation. When 

Luther returned to Wittenburg, Philipp helped him  

prepare his translation of the New Testament from its 

origan Greek into German for publication. 

 

By 1527, the university gave both Luther and  

Melanchthon the privilege of teaching whatever each 

decided upon. So, Melanchthon expanded his studies 

into the arts and history. This enabled him to write 

textbooks for the schools in 56 towns he helped to 

establish. 

 

When international politics caused the Emperor to 

attempt to regain the support of Lutheran  

principalities and cities, he invited them to present 

and discuss their theology at the Diet of Augsburg in 

1530. Melanchthon drafted, with the input of Luther 

and others, the Augsburg Confession. Because the 

political circumstances had changed, the Lutheran 

Confession was presented but rejected out of hand 

without discussion. In response, Melanchthon later 

wrote an “Apology” (i.e., defense) of the Confession 

countering known objections to it. Subsequently, the 

Augsburg Confession, which clearly states the  

doctrine of justification—Lutheran theology that  

centers on faith (i.e., trust) in the free grace of God 

through Jesus Christ—has become the accepted  

foundational declaration of faith by Lutherans  

globally. 

 

In the years that followed, Melanchthon focused on 

attempting to reconcile the Lutheran reformed  

movement with both Protestant and Roman  

humanistic reform movements. Humanistic reform 

movements emphasized abstract rational theology 

and legalistic morality. 

 

In 1536, his discussions with humanist theologian 

Martim Bucer, who held the idea that the Lord’s  

Supper was only a ceremony of remembrance,  

resulted in the “Wittenburg Concord.” Bucer came to 

accept that Christ is present with the bread and wine, 

which became accepted within the Reformed Church 

movement. 

 

In 1541, at the Colloquy of Regensburg, Melanchthon 

and Vatican humanist reformer Gasparo Contarini  

 

Continued on page 7 

Exemplars of the Faith: Martin Luther’s 

Right-Hand Man 
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SEPTEMBER 26 
 

Make plans to join us for 

BINGO! Proceeds will  

benefit the Pastor’s Inner 

Mission Outreach and the 

Share & Care Ministry. If 

you are interested in  

helping or donating an item for the raffle, please  

contact the Church Office.  

Continued from page 6, Exemplars of the Faith 

 

were able to work out a mutual verbal understanding 

of the doctrine of justification by faith. Unfortunately, 

disagreements over the authority of the pope in  

particular caused the discussions to breakdown.  

Discussions on and a formal agreement of the  

doctrine of justification by faith would not occur until 

the late 20th century. 

 

After Luther’s death in 1546 until Melanchthon’s 

death in 1560, he was looked upon as the leader of 

the Lutheran reform movement, although there was 

those who thought that he lacked the provocativeness 

that Luther had provided. Nevertheless, differences 

between the Luther verses Melanchthon camps were 

resolved with the Formula of Concord in 1580. 

 

The Lutheran Church commemorates the life of 

Philipp Melanchthon on June 25.  

front 

back 
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PASS THE WORD! WE ARE HIRING! 
 

OPEN POSITION:  CHURCH ORGANIST 

Part time, salary commensurate with experience 
 

Summary: The Church Organist serves as the principal 

musician of the congregation and works  

collaboratively with the Pastor, Minister of Music/

Choir Director, Bell Choir Director, and Church  

Administrator to provide music that enhances and 

supports worship. Responsibilities include providing 

organ and/or piano music for worship services, and 

accompanying choirs. Music is performed on a Wicks 

pipe organ (3 manuals, 67 stops) and an upright  

piano, both of which are regularly maintained. 
 

APPLICANTS, PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE CHURCH  

DIRECTLY. 
 

For more information or to apply, contact: Rev. Althea 

Seidel at holytrinitypastor723@gmail.com  
 

MEMBERS: PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS A SEPARATE 

EMAIL ADDRESS CREATED ONLY FOR APPLICANTS. 

Pastor Althea’s contact information remains the same 

for all other purposes. 

Would you like to 

give forward to 

Holy Trinity? We 

have several  

volunteer  

opportunities.  

Volunteers are  

needed to help 

with the Share & 

Care ministry. Hours and time commitment is up to 

you! Help is needed putting clothing and food out for 

our neighbors.  

 

Additionally, help is needed in hanging and sorting 

clothing and preparing utensils for the food box.  

 

If you would like more information, please contact the 

Church Office. THANK YOU! 

Relax, Recharge, & Replenish! 
 

The WELCA members are very pleased to announce 

that we are hosting our very first Women’s Retreat! 

We are inviting all women of Holy Trinity to relax,  

recharge, and replenish your soul at Camp Nawakwa 

from Friday October 16 to Sunday October 18. Feel 

free to bring a female friend or family member. The 

cost is $150 per person which includes lodging, 

meals and supplies. More details will be coming,  

but if you need more information, contact Heather  

Buffington. Please save the dates and consider  

joining us for a weekend of fun and fellowship  

October 16 through 18, 2026.  

mailto:holytrinitypastor723@gmail.com
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Your Help Is Needed 
 

The Women of ELCA will be conducting an ingathering of personal care items for  

the Domestic Violence Shelter (DVI) of Lebanon beginning June 1 through June 30. 

These items are needed by the shelter because the women and children who come 

to the shelter are in need of immediate relocation to a safer space for stays as long 

as 30 days. They are in a crisis situation. They do not have time to bring anything  

but the clothes on their backs. Please help provide support by purchasing personal 

care items from their wish list such as feminine care products, women’s underwear 

and bras of all sizes, little boy and girl clothing, multi-cultural hair products,  

sanitizing wipes, new canvas bags (medium/large) and/or other items we have  

donated in the past such as antibacterial hand soap, toothpaste, tooth brushes,  

deodorant, combs and brushes, band aids, facial tissues and toilet tissue. Please place the donations in the 

WELCA Collection Barrel located in “The Giving Place”. Your assistance with this summer project would be very 

much appreciated.  Thank you.  

 

—  Karen Weaver, Projects Coordinator 

North Carolina Disaster  

Response Update 
 

You are invited to a presentation from the 

Lower Susquehanna Synod Disaster  

Response Team’s most recent trip to North 

Carolina on Sunday, June 7th, at 7:00 p.m. 

in the Community Room at Luther Acres, 

250 St. Luke Drive, Lititz.  The group would 

love having the chance to thank the  

community for their support of this  

important ministry! 
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5 - Amy Godlevski 

 66 Tiffany Lane 

 Lebanon, PA  17046 
 

9 - Jean Darkes 

 124 S. 22nd St.  

 Lebanon, PA  17042 

 

      Neal Galbraith 

 22 Ridge Ave. 

 Lebanon, PA  17042 

 

      Ernest Gogets 

 618 Richfield Dr. 

 Lebanon, PA  17042 
 

10 - Mabel Hornickell 

 Carriage House 22 

 PO Box 125 

 Cornwall, PA  17016 

 

12 - Linda Lebo-Edris 

 PO Box 666 

 Mt. Gretna, PA  17064 

 

15 - Amanda Kohr 

 371 North 5th Street  

 Lebanon, PA  17046 

 

        Thomas Ryland 

 37 Mine Rd. 

 Lebanon, PA  17042 

 

21 - Ali Gatto 

 476 Olde Meadow Lane 

 Lebanon, PA  17042 

 

22 - Susan Donmoyer 

 725 S. 5th Ave. 

 Lebanon, PA  17042 

 

28 - Kurt Hoke 

 573 Doris Drive  

 Lebanon, PA  17042 

 

29 - Quentin Sisco (celebrating his 11th birthday) 

 412 Spring Street  

 Lebanon, PA  17046 

 

30 - Felicia Nelson 

 25F Congressional Circle 

 Reading, PA  19607 

 

 
 

Please consider sending a card or giving them a 

phone call  to celebrate their special day.  
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Sunday, June 28 

5th Sunday in Pentecost 

Jeremiah 28:5 - 9 

Psalm 89: 1 - 4, 15 - 18 

Romans 6:12 - 23 

Matthew 10:40 – 42 

 

Sunday, July 5 

6th Sunday in Pentecost 

Zechariah 9:9 – 12 

Psalm 145:8 - 14 

Romans 7:15 - 25a 

Matthew 11:16 – 19, 25 - 30 

Lectionary Readings 
 

Sunday, June 7 

2nd Sunday in Pentecost 

Hosea 5:15 —- 6:6 

Psalm 50:7 - 15 

Romans 4:13 - 25 

Matthew 9:9 - 13, 18 - 26 

 

Sunday, June 14 

3rd Sunday in Pentecost 

Exodus 19:2 - 8a 

Psalm 100 

Romans 5:1 - 8 

Matthew 9:35 —- 10:8 [9 - 23] 

 

Sunday, June 21 

4th Sunday in Pentecost 

Jeremiah 20:7 - 13 

Psalm 69:7 - 10 [11 - 15] 16 - 18 

Romans 6:1b - 11 

Matthew 10:24 - 39 
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