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hearts be troubled. _

5th Sunday of Easte
May 3, 2026
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As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes
Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his
Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the
world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the
one who called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear
witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.

\_/
Welcome in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!

Our worship follows a traditional order inspired by scripture and rooted in ancient
patterns. The full order for worship (liturgy) is found in this bulletin.
*Please stand as you are able. Spoken congregational responses are in Bold.

GATHERING
Worship begins with the organ prelude. It's a time for
silent meditation as we turn our hearts and minds to God.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*EASTER PROCLAMATION
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Blessed be the holy Trinity, % one God, the source of our grace, our
Easter and our joy. Amen.

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has
done for us.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered
over the deep and water became the essence of life. At the river your beloved
Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of



Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your reconciling
love, freeing us to live as Easter people.

We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through
the risen Christ, our source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now
and forever. Amen.

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN -
Christ Is Made the Sure FOundation .........ccccoceeiveiiinicnie e Hymn #645

*GREETING
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.
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N4 ; ;

Y =i ' | I f I 1 | }

4T 1§ I I I 7 [ I 1 | [

Gt e e T e S S
has be - gun his  reign. Al - le - Iu-ia. Al-le - lu - ia

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life.
Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments,
and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD
First Reading: Acts 7:55-60
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables
so that the apostles could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does
more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, he
becomes the first martyr of the faith.

>>Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the
glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. *® “Look,” he said, “I
see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God
>’ But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against
him. *® Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and the
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. > While they
were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ®* Then he
knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against
them.” When he had said this, he died. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to
God.
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PSALM: 31:1-5, 15-16 (spoken responsively)

Yin you, O LoRrD, have | taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.
?Incline your ear to me;
make haste to deliver me.
?Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my
stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.
*Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,
for you are my tower of strength.
> Into your hands | commend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.
> My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who
persecute me.
'® Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.” *

SECOND READING - 1 Peter 2:2-10

Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our
lives. We are God'’s chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare
the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ.

2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you
may grow into salvation—?if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
* Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and
precious in God’s sight, and ° like living stones let yourselves be built into a
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ. ° For it stands in scripture:

“See, | am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and
. . . . 7 . .
whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” * This honor, then, is for you

who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders
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rejected has become the very head of the corner,” ®and “A stone that makes
them stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they
disobey the word, as they were destined to do. ° But you are a chosen people, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may
proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light. *° Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. The Word
of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SENIOR CHOIR - If We Truly BElIeVEe ..c..ocueeeeeee et Besig
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le -lu - a.

*GOSPEL - John 14:1-14
The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 14th chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord. (spoken)

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his
disciples. As the one through whom God is known, he promises to go before
them and act on their behalf.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] * “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe
in God; believe also in me. *In my Father’s house there are many dwelling

places. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for
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you? ®> And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and will take you
to myself, so that where | am, there you may be also. * And you know the way to
the place where | am going.” > Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know
where you are going. How can we know the way?” ®Jesus said to him, “l am the
way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him
and have seen him.”

®Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.”
? Jesus said to him, “Have | been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not
know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show
us the Father’? ° Do you not believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in
me? The words that | say to you | do not speak on my own, but the Father who
dwells in me does his works. '* Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father
is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 2 very
truly, | tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that | do and,
in fact, will do greater works than these, because | am going to the Father. B
will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the
Son. *1f in my name you ask me for anything, | will do it.” The Gospel of the
Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERIMOIN ettt eeeteae e e e e e eeeeeeeeeeeeaaaeae e e e s e et eseasseasneeenaananas The Rev. Althea Seidel

*HYMN OF THE DAY -
Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds ......c..coovvveiiiiiiinicniiniinieeeee. Hymn # 367



APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Response: Merciful God, receive our prayer. (After the prayer) Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.



HOLY COMMUNION

OFFERING - (Offering plates are located in the narthex as you exit the
sanctuary.)

*OFFERTORY HYMN -
At the Lamb’s High Feast We SiNg.....ccccueecievieeveeiieieeece e Hymn #362, v4

Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed,
paschal victim, paschal bread;

with sincerity and love

eat we manna from above. Alleluia!

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will
hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that
goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name

of Jesus, Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave
himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has

brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their

unending hymn:
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*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

You are indeed holy, Almighty and Merciful God. You are most holy, and
great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal

life.

We give you thanks for Jesus’ coming into the world to fulfill for us your
holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, Shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of the Holy Trinity: in our gathering; within this meal;
and in the many ways you may yourself known to your people throughout the
world. May all blessing, praise, and thanks be to you, holy God, through Christ
Jesus, and by your Life-giving Spirit. Amen.
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come
and receive the risen Lord. Amen.

*AGNUS DEI - (Lamb 0f GOd) .oceveeeieie e e Page 154
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
After receiving Communion, please do not hesitate to come forward to

the altar for a time of prayer.

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and

bring you peace. Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us

with your love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and
share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. Amen.

THE SENDING

*BLESSING
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!l

May the God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the
Spirit of Easter hope ¥ bless you now and always. Amen.

*SENDING HYMN -
The Strife is O’er, the Battle DONe ......ccceviveeeieicririeeiece e Hymn #366

*DISMISSAL
Alleluial He is risen! Rejoice and be glad.
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Worship Texts from Sundays & Seasons © 2016 Augsburg Press Song Select, For use solely with the Song Select Terms of Use. All
rights reserved. www.ccli.com, CCLI License #2639318 ** For use solely with the OneLicense.net Terms of Use.
OnelLicense.net License #A-725456.
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PARTICIPANTS
The Rev. Althea Seidel

Paul Copenhaver - Minister of Music Roger Lentz - Organist
Heather Buffington - Bell Choir Director Sue Ann Houser - Lay Assistant
Renee Nelson - Lector Sam Seiders - Acolyte

Lynn Kern & Denise Rhoade - Greeters
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& Elevator access to upper and lower levels is located at rear entrance of church.

{ Remember to silence cell phones & other electronic device
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THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY:

Sunday, May 3 - Adult Christian Education 10:15 a.m.

Monday, May 4 - Praise Ringers 6 p.m.; Psalm Ringers 7 p.m.; Property
Committee Meeting 7 p.m.

Tuesday, May 5 - Worship & Music Committee Meeting 6 p.m.; Senior
Choir 7 p.m.; Quittapahilla Audubon Society Board Meeting 7 p.m.

Thursday, May 6 - Archives & Artifacts Committee Meeting 9:30 a.m.;
Private Event 12 p.m.

Friday, May 7 - Staff Meeting 10 a.m.

Saturday, May 8 - Harmonia Concert 3 p.m.

PRAYER UPDATE: We have been asked to keep Barb Atwood, Terry Clearwater,
Monique Derfler, Deb Dobson, Donna, George & Susie Eckert, Dan, The Family
of David Engle, Dan Fox, Mike and Nancy Hentz, Patty Hess, Jennifer, Joe & Fran,
Joe Kalbach, Jim & Judi Light, Ann Mark, The May Family, Janice Peiffer, Rachel,
Robert, Margaret Reese, Marie Smith, Bruce & Betty Troxell, Nancy & Rick
Warner, and Mary Yeagley.

PRAYER CONCERNS: If you no longer wish to be included in the prayer update
list, please let the Church Office know to remove your name.

CHURCH ENVELOPES: If you no longer wish to receive envelopes or if you wish
to start receiving envelopes, please let the Church Office know 717-273-8567.
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There are many ways that we, as a congregation and as individuals,
give back to the Lord. Many of us share our gifts, talents, and money in
order to have our many ministries flourish. Your support, in whatever
ways it is shared, is always appreciated.

Scan to donate online:

Church Treasurer’s Financial Summary - March 2026

Month of March Actual Year to Date Budget Year to Date
Income $26,405.00 $75,347.00 $81,939.00
Expenses ($21,940.00) ($91,370.00) ($100,331.00)
Net Income $4,465.00 (-$16,023.00) (-$18,392.00)

16



DONATIONS NEEDED: The Share & Care ministry is in need of plastic forks,
canned goods, ready to eat items like granola bars, etc. Please bring your
donations to The Giving Place. All donations should be placed in the bin marked
SHARE & CARE. Donations placed in the red shopping cart go to LCCM. Thank
you!

GOT LIDS?: Bring all of your soft plastic lids from yogurt, butter, and cottage
cheese containers. These lids are approximately 5” in diameter. Other lids also
work. Just bring your lid in and place them in the bin in The Giving Place.

SEPTEMBER 26: Make plans to join us for BINGO!
Proceeds will benefit the Pastor’s Inner Mission

Sam e Outreach and the Share & Care Ministry. If you are
a interested in helping or donating an item for the
raffle, please contact the Church Office.
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¢ Harmonia

The Harmonia Music Association

Presents

Music Gala

Celebrating National Music Week
Of the National Federation of Music Clubs (NFMC)
May 9, 2026
3:00PM

Trinity Lutheran Church
Lebanon, PA

Featured Groups: Annville-Cleona Kids' Chorus, Trinity's Choir and Psalm Ringers,
Harmonia's One AChord, Manor Men of Cornwall Manor,

Singing Cedar Chorus, and the Ring Leaders Barbershop Quartet

A free-will offering will be accepted
to support Harmonia Music Association's Scholarship Fund
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VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED!

SHELTER VOLUNTEER
INFORMATION SESSION
Join us to learn of overnight volunteer

opportunties at LCCM's Fresh Start
Family Shelter!

Light snacks. information, ard
oppotunities!

When: May 11", 2026
Time: 4pmto 6pm - Crop In
Where: 811 Chestnut Street, Lebanon

Registration not required,
but suggested!

www.lccm.us
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
723 Lehman Street, Lebanon, Pennsylvania 17046
Telephone - 717-273-8567 www.trinityleb.org
YouTube: Holy Trinity Lebanon PA www.facebook.com/hticlebanonpa

Pastor Althea Seidel: pastoralthea3@gmai|.corh e cell: 484-345-0399
Office Hours: Tuesday - Thursday 10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.,
also available by phone, email, text message, or appointment

Stephanie Kaylor: stephanie@trinityleb.org
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.



